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THE PRINCIPAL 
OF THE | 


General Aſſembly 


OF THE | 


CHURCH of ScorLAN P, 


Begun at EDINBURGH, the 23d day of Mar, and 
concluded the 3d day of June 1799. 


; . 
The Kine's Commiſſion to Davip Earl 
of LEVEN and MELVILL produced, 
and ordered to be recorded. | 


| Edinburgh, May 23. 1799. 


HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this National 
Cnuxck being convened and conſtituted, 
there was produced to them, by the Right 
Honourable David EARL of LEVEN and 
MEeLvitl the King's Commiſſion, ſealed 


kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the Great Seal 


of Scotland, making and canſtituting him his Ma- 
jeſty 8 


d the ſeal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be 
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jeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this AL. 
ſembly ; which Commiſſion was publicly read with all 
due honour and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded 
in the books of Aſſembly ;—the tenor whereof fol. 
lows: 5 


EON US, Dei gratia, Magna Britannie, Francje 
et Hiberme Rex, Fidei Defenſor Omnibus probis 5 
minibus, ad quos prafentes litere naſtræ pervenerint, ſalu- 
tem. Quandoquidem Nos conſiderantes, quod Generalis Fccl:.. 
fie Scotiæ Gonventus in vigeſimum tertium diem Maii proxi. 
Mt convenire ordinatus fuit ; Noſque abunde cupidi, et neceſ. 
ſarium eſſe gudicantes in commodum dictæ eccleſie, ut iden 
generalis conventus die ſtatuto debitè obſervetur, atque rebus 
magni momenti Nos alto vocantibus, dicto conventui perſona. 
liter intereſſe nequimus 5 Noſque abunde ſatisfacti de ſuffi. 
entia et fidelitate ideliſſimi et predilectiſſimi Neftri conſan- 
guinei Davidis Comitis de Leven et Melvill, guod ag 
fummium munus Neft ri ſupremi Commiſſionarii ad dictum gene. 
ralem conventum rite exercendum et cheundum uſquequague jit 
mflractus : Neverttis igttur, Nos nominaſſe, conſtituiſſe et or- 
dinafſe, tenoreque præſhgentium, nominare, conſiituere, et ordi- 
nare, memoratum fideliſſimum et prædilectiſſimum Noſtrum con- 
ſanguinium Davidem Comitem de Leven et Melvill, /u- 
premum No/trum Commiſſionurium dicto generall eccleſiæ Scotia 
conventui, dando et concedendo illi plenam potęſtatem, commiſ- 
ſeonem, et warrantum, ſacram Neſtram Per ſonam et auctorita- 
tem regalem repreſentandi, nec non preſentiam Noſtram ſub- 
plendi, et locum No//rum in dicto ſulſeguenti generalt conventu, 
tanguam Commiſſionario Noſtro ad hunc effetum ſpecialiter 
conſtituto, tenendi, niaque alia ad imperium et munus Com— 
miſſionarii pro gencrali eccleſie conventu peragendi, tam plene 
adleoque libere in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet alius in eodem 
ſummo munere fecerat, ſea quovis tempore præterito facere po- 
tuernt, vel ac /i Nos ipſi perſonaliter praſentes facere pulue- 
rimus. Duque omnia tt. ſingula, que diftus David Comes 
de Leven et Melvill, in has Noftra Commiſſione proſequenda 
ligitime fecerit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, Nos firmiter approbanus 
et ratiſicamus. Inſuper omnibus et ſingulis dicti conventus tt {| 

eccleſie paſtoribus et preſbyteris, ceterifque quibuſcunque, mitra 
illam partem Magne Britannia Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis 
Niftris, cujuſeunque gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum Davidem 
Comitem de Leven et Melvill, tanguam ſupremum N- 
firum Commiſſionarium, quoad effetum et modum ſupra menin- 
natum, revercantur, agnoſcant et audiant, ſtrictè mandamus tt 
pracipimus - Atque han Neftram Commiſſionem d dicto vige/i- 
0 lertio die Maii proximi incipere, et deinceps MN = 
| equente 
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kquente ſelſione dicti generalis conventis in vigore continuare, 
declaramus, vel uſque dum a Nobis revocabitur, et exenerabi. 


tur. In cujus rei teftmonium, preſentibus ſigillum Noftrum 


er Unionts tractatum cuftodiend. et in Scotid vice et loco 
Magni Sigilli ejujdem utend. ordinat. appendi mandavimus. 
Apud aulam Neſtram apud St James's vigeſimo quarto die 
nenſis Aprilis, anno Domini milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo et nona- 
geſimo nono, Regnique Nyſtri anno trigeſimo nono. 

Per fignaturam manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſeriptam. 
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IT. 
The Kino's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


* 


IcuT REVEREND and Well- beloved, We greet you 
well. We have thought fit again to conſtitute and 


appoint Our Right Truſty and Right Well-beloved 
Couſin Davin, Earl of Leven and MELVILL, to be Our 


Commiſſioner, and to repreſent Our Royal Perſon in the 
General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 

The manner in which he has heretofore executed this 
high office, his attachment to Ourſelf, and his affection 
for the Church, fill Us with aſſurance, that he will ade- 


quately anſwer every purpoſe of the truſt with which 
he is inveſted. £7 . 


We do moſt ſolemnly repeat: Our determination to 


maintain and preſerve the Church of Scotland in the 


complete enjoyment of all its juſt rights and privileges : 
And We are firmly perſuaded, that the conduct of the 
Church, and the proceedings of the General Aſſembly, 
will continue ſuch as to merit Our approbation, and to 
increaſe more and more that paternal love with which 

we uncealingly regard you. | . 
At a time when the very principles of Religion and 
Morality are denied by ſome, and confounded by others; 
B in 
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in theſe perilous days, when wicked men have derided 
every thing which is grave, juſt and holy; We eſteem 
it a duty, to expreſs Our ſatisfaction at the unabating 
Zeal, and exemplary Piety, which diſtinguiſh the Church 
of Scotland; and alſo to exhort yon to undeviating per- 
ſeverance in the ſame. no 7 . 
Me charge you to be inſtant at all ſeaſons in ſecking 
after Truth, in defending, teaching and ſpreading it ; 
remembering, that the eyes of the whole Church ang 
Nation are upon you, and that your . Brethren look to 
the deciſions of the General Aſſembly, as Rules to guide 
them in all matters of Doctrine and Diſcipline. 

More particularly, We call upon you to-aid, by pre. 


cept and example, the cauſe of Religion and Virtue in 


the world, to diſpel the dangerous deluſions of an arro— 
gant and vain Philoſophy, and of Science falſely ſo cal. 


led, and to direct the minds of the People, over whom 
ou individually exerciſe the paſtoral care, to the re. 


vealed will of Almighty Gop. 

Finally, We deſire your Prayers to the Supreme Diſ. 
poſer of all Events, That he will be pleaſed to proſper 
all Our deſigns for the good of the Church of Scotland, 
and the advancement of the Chriſtian Religion, to avert 
from theſe Kingdoms thoſe errors which have brought 
Ruin and Deſolation upon thoſe who have embraced 


them. To His Almighty protection We commend you; 


and ſo We bid you heartily farewell. Given at Our 
Court at St James's, the 17th day of May 1799, in the 
thirty-ninth year of Our Reign. | 56 


By his Majeſty's Command, 


PORTLAND. 


Addrefſed thus: — 70 the Right Reverend and Well-beloved, 
the Moderator, Miniſters and Elders of the General Aſſen 
bly of the Chuich of Scotland, 


III. 


a — — * * ** . 
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The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
KinG's moſt gracious Letter. | 


Meoft Gracious Sovereign, 


HE letter, which it hath pleaſed Your Majeſty to 
. addreſs to this meeting of the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, was received with the moſt pro- 
found reſpect and gratitude. Th : 

We account ourſelves highly honoured by the repre- 
ſentation of the Royal Perſon in our General Aſſemblies, 
as the gracious ſymbol of the connection between the 
Church and the State, We have beheld with much fatis- 
faction, in many preceding years, this high office com- 
mitted to a Nobleman, whole warm attachment to Your 
Majeſty, whoſe hereditary affection for the Church of 
Scotland, whoſe ſteady regard to religion, and whoſe 
many amiable virtues, render him eminently qualified 
to anſwer every purpoſe of the truſt with which he is 
inveſted :. And we receive Your Majeſty's renewed ap- 
pointment of the Earl of Leven and MEKLVILL, as a 
pledge of the paternal love with which You have un- 


1 a 
ceaſingly regarded us. 


We rely, with entire confidence, upon the ſolemn af 


ſurance of Your Majeſty's determination, to maintain 
and preſerve the Church of Scotland in the complete en- 


joyment of all its juſt rights and privileges; and we 


ſhall ſtudy, upon all occaſions, to conduct ourſelves in 
ſuch a manner as may entitle us to hope for the continu- 
ance of Your Royal approbation. | | | 
Your Majeſty's Donation of L. 1000 for the propaga- 
tion of Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and lands 


of Scotland, was received with the ſincereſt gratitude, 


as a renewed inſtance of Your perſevering attention to 
the religious intereſts of the People committed to our 
care; and it ſhall be our endeavour to apply it, with 
'elity, to the pious purpoſe for which it is ws | 
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Placed in the perilous days, ſo well deſcribed in You; 


| Majeſty's moſt gracious letter, when the very principles 


of Religion and Morality are denied by ſome, and con- 
founded by others; and when wicked men have derided 


_ every thing, which is grave and juſt and holy, we have 


unſpeakable conſolation in thinking that we live under 
the reign of a Prince, whole exemplary piety adorns the 
throne 3 who condeſcends to mention, with approbation, 
the zeal of the Church of Scotland ; who calls us by 
His authority to an undeviating perſeverance in the dit. 
charge of our duty, and aſſures us of all the encourage. 


ment and ſupport, which the circumſtances of the times 


require. 

We liſten, with the moſt profound reſpect, to the 
ſolemn charge which we receive from Your Majeſty : 
And it is our determined reſolution, that, in compliance 
with that charge, and in fulfilment of the duties of our 
ſacred office, we will, through the ſtrength of the Lord 
J=sus, be inſtant, at all ſeaſons, in ſeeking after truth, 
in defending, teaching, and ſpreading it; that we will 
labour, by precept and by example, to aid the cauſe of 
Religion and Virtue in the world ; that we will endea- 
vour to diſpel the dangerous deluſions of an arrogant 
and vain Philoſophy, and of Science falſely fo called; 


and, in all our miniſtrations, will direct the minds of the 


people, over whom we exerciſe the paſtoral care, to the 
revealed will of Almighty Gon, as the only infallible 
ſtandard of truth, and perfect rule of manners. We feel 
the ſacred obligations, of which Your Majeſty is graci- 
oily pleaſed to remind us, that ariſe from our being, in 
the words of our Great Maſter, a city ſet upon an hill; 
and we look up to Him for thoſe influences of his Spi- 
rit, Which may enable us ſo to frame our deciſions, that 
they may ſecure the reſpect of our brethren, and may 
guide them in all matters of doctrine and diſcipline. 
Conſcious that our exertions, however unremitting 
and well directed, are of none avail without the bleſſing 
of Heaven, we ceale not to offer our fervent prayers to 


the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events, beſeeching him to 


avert from theſe Kingdoms thoſe errors which have 
brought ruin and deiolation upon all who have embraced 
them. We bleſs the LoRD our God who, becauic he 
loved us, hath raiſed up a tacceſſion of Princes in the 
Illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, to be the nurſing Fa- 
thers of His Church. We pray that it may pleaſe Him 


ro proſper all Your Majeſty's deſigns for the good of the 
Church of Scotland, and the advancement of the Chri- 


ſtian 


ME * 
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ſtian Religion. And, relying upon His Almighty pro- 


tection, we truſt that, under the wiſe and vigorous ad- 
miniſt ration of Your Majeſty's Government, our Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, which has been cheriſhed with 
warm affection by the People of Scotland, and which 
has been the means of diffuſing. amongſt all ranks, the 
knowledge and the principles of pure and undefiled Re- 
ligion, ſhall be preſerved from being ſhaken by external 


violence, or undermined by the machinations of ſecret 


foes. 7 
That the beſt bleſſings of Heaven may deſcend upon 


Your MAJESTY, upon our Gracious QUEEN CHARLOTTE, 
upon the PRINCE and PRINCESS of WALESs, and all the 
Royal Family that ,Your Majeſty may long continue 
to reign in the hearts of a pious, loyal, free and happy 
people ;—and that, after ſwaying the Britiſh Sceptre for 
many years with felicity and renown, you may be re- 
ceived into thoſe regions where an unfading Crown 
awaits the faithful, are the earneſt prayers of, 


— 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
| Moſt obedient, 
And moſt loyal Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 
Signed in our name, | 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 
EDinBuRGH, [ CSR 


May 25. . 5 
. WILLIAM MOODIE, Moderator. 
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IV. 


AppkEss to His MajtsTY on the pre- 
ſent Situation of Public Affairs. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


| E, Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeds, 
the Miniſters and Elders of the Church of Scot- 
land, met in the General Aſſembly, beg leave to approach 


the Throne with ſentiments of the moſt affectionate at. 


tachment to Your Majeſty's Perſon and Government. 
Beholding with reverence the conduct of Providence 
in the permiſſion of thoſe calamitous events which, for 
years paſt, have afflicted and deſolated ſo many of the 
neighbouring nations, we feel the moſt lively gratitude 
to Almighty God, when we contemplate the proſperous 


condition of Great Britain. Preſerved by the wiſdom of 


Your Majeſty's Councils, from the traiterous attempts 


made to diſturb its internal tranquillity, this happy 


country flouriſhes even in the midſt of war, and com- 
municating to its allies a portion of its own vigour, it 


has been juſtly regarded as the great bulwark, raiſed by 


Divine Providence, for reſiſting the progreſs of thoſe de- 
ſtructive principles which threatened the total ſubver- 
fion of religion and good government, in every quarter 
of the world. | [ny | 

We are ſincerely grieved to learn, that there are ſtill 


among us men inſenſible to the ineſtimable bleſſings we 


enjoy: But we truſt that their numbers are daily de- 
creaſing ;. and Your Majeſty may be aſſured, that the 


Church 
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Church of Scotland, faithful to her duty, will, in ber 
proper ſphere, co- operate zealouſly with the civil power 


in counteracting their infidious deſigns. We have rea- 
fon to think, that the bleſſings of Your Majeſty's pater- 


nal Government, aided by the ſalutary reſtraints impoſed 
on the licentious, have already produced a favourable 
impreſſion on the minds of many of our fellow-ſubjects, 
who were formerly diſcontented: And we are perſuaded, 
that the great body of the people under our charge, not- 
withſtanding the artful endeavours employed to agitate 
and divide them, continue firmly attached to the religi- 

ous and civil conſtitution of their country, and deeply | 
intereſted in whatever may have any tendency to 


ſtrengthen its ſecurity, and totranſmit it unimpaired to 


the lateſt poſterity. 

Amidſt the general ſatisfaction with which we con- 
template the ſtate of the country, we embrace, with pe- 
culiar pleaſure, this firſt opportunity which our meetin 
affords us, of congratulating Your Majeſty on the ſplen- 
did naval victories gained in the courſe of laſt year by 
Your Majeſty's arms at the mouth of the Nile, and on 
the coaſt of Ireland, under the conduct of Lord Nelſon, 
and Sir John Borlaſe Warren; -victories honourable in 
the higheſt degree: to the good and gallant men by whom, 
they were achieved, highly conducive to the national ſe- 
curity, and moſt important in their conſequences to the 
general iſſue of the war. And while our devout ac- 
knowledgments riſe to the Lord of Hoſts, from whom 
alone cometh wiſdom and ſtrength, on account of the 


brilliant events, which, under Your Majeſty's more im- 


mediate adminiſtration, have contributed ſo much to the 
advantage of the common cauſe; we have beheld allo, 
with the moſt grateful ſatisfaction, the rapid tide of vic- 
tory, which has followed of late the arms of Your Ma- 
jeſty's Allies on the Continent: And we cheriſh the 
hope, that by a continuation of ſucceſs, Your Majeſty 
will be ſoon enabled, in concert with Your Allies, to 
bring this arduous conteſt to a termination, glorious to 
our country, and ſalutary to the general intereſts of 
Europe, 

That Almighty Gop, the Father of our Lord JEsus 
CHRIST, may protect Your Majeſty's perſon, direct your 
Councils, and proſper Your Adminiſtration ; that he 


may bleſs our Gracious Queen, their Royal Highneſſes 
the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and all the Royal Fa- 


mily ; and that after reigning long with wiſdom and fe- 
ieee | licity, 
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licity, over a free, happy and grateful people, You ma 
receive that crown of righteouſneſs which fadeth not 
away, are the earneſt prayers of, 
May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful, 
Moſt faithful, 
And moſt obedient Subjects, 


The Miniſters and Elders met in this (Ce. 
neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


May 25. 1799. | Sul 3 
WILLIAM MOODIE, Moderator. 
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| [Declaratory Act of the General Aſſem- 


bly of the Church of Scotland, re- 
ſpecting unqualified Miniſters and 
Preachers. 5 


Edinburgh, May 28. 1799. Sef. 5 · 


. General Aſſembly having received Overtures 


from many Synods, which propoſe that ſome effec- 


tual regulations ſhall be made in order to prevent per- 
ſons not duly qualified from being employed to preach 
the word, and to diſpenſe the other ordinances of the 
Goſpel inthe congregations under the care of the Church; 


N conſidering 


ay 
ot 


4 


bur anceſtors framed, upon the model of Scripture, for 
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-opſidering that the rules laid down by the Apoſtles of 


ur Lord, require from all who are inveſted with the ſo- 


lein truſt of committing the miniſtry of the word to 


others, prudence and ſtrictneſs in the trial and judgment 
of thoſe whom, in the exerciſe of that truſt, they pro- 


nounce faithful and apt to teach; conſidering, that the 


laws of this Church, in conformity to the rules of Scrip- 
ture, have preſcribed a certain previous courſe of edu- 
cation as neceſſary for all the Probationers thereof, and 
have directed the Preſbyteries of this Church to-employ 
inquiries and trials of various kinds, in order that they 
may be fully ſatisfied concerning the literature, ſound 
doctrine, and ſteady attachment to our conſtitution in 
Church and State, of thoſe who apply to them for a li- 
cence to preach the Goſpel: And conſidering further, 
that the judicial proceedings of the General Aſſembly, 
in particular caſes, have interpreted and enforced thoſe 
laws ;—do hereby ENACT and DECLARE, That it is agree- 
able to the conſtitution, the laws, and the deciſions of 
this Church, that no Probationer, who has obtained a 


licence without the bounds of this Church, or who has 


not obtained a licence from ſome Preſbytery of this 
Church ; and no ordained perſon, who did not obtain 
his licence from a Preſbytery of this Church, or who, 
either by going without the bounds of the Church to ob- 
tain ordination, although he was not called to a parti- 
cular congregation in another country, or by any other 
part of his conduct, has forfeited the licence which he 
had obtained, ſhall be held qualified to accept of a Pre- 
ſentation, or a Call, to any Pariſh in this Church, or to 


any Chapel of Eaſe connected therewith : And the Ge- 


neral Aſſembly do hereby enjoin all the Preſbyteries of 


this Church, if a Preſentation or a Call to any ſuch Pro- 


bationer, or ordained perſon as is deſcribed in this Act, 
ſhall at any time be given in to them, inſtantly to pro- 
nounce a ſentence, refuſing to ſuſtain ſuch Preſentation 
or Call, and declaring it null and void. 1 | 

And further, the General Aſſembly conſidering, that 
it is of the greateſt importance to the intereſts of true 


religion, to the ſound inſtruction of the people, to the 


quiet of their minds, and the peace of the Church and 
State, that Unqualified Perſons, who intrude themſelves 
into th2 miniſtry of the word, ſhall not receive any 
countenance from the Miniſters of this Church; more 
clpecially in the preſent times, when Men, who avow 
their hoſtility to our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, and 
their contempt of a!l the rules which the wiſdom of 


the 
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the orderly diſpenſation of the word and ſacrament; 
are traverſing all the diſtricts within the bounds of thi 
Church, and attempting to alienate the minds of the 


people from their eſtabliſhed teachers; conſidering alſo, 


that it is eſſential to the unity and good order of the 
Church, and implied in the fundamental principles of 
Preſbyterian Government, that no Miniſter ſhall pre. 
ſame to ſet up his individual judgment in oppoſition to 
the judgment of thoſe to whom, at his ordination, he 
promiſed ſubjection in the LoRD; and that every Mini. 
fter ſhall conſider himtelf as anſwerable to his Preſby. 
tery for the manuer in which all the parts of Divine 
Service are performed, during his incumbency, within 
the ſtated Place of Worſhip provided by law for that 
Congregation which is committed to his care ;—do here. 
by DISCHARGE and PROHIBIT, under pain of ſuch cen. 
ſures as the Judicatories of this Church may ſee cauſe 
to inflict, all the miniſters of this Church, and the Mi— 
nifters of all Chapels of Eaſe connected therewith, from 
employing to preach, upon any occaſion, or to diſpenſe 
any of the other ordinances of the Goſpel, within any 
Congregation under the juriſdiction of this Church, Per- 


ſons who are not qualified, according to the laws of this 


Church, to accept of a preſentation, and from holding 
miniſterial communion in any other manner with ſuch 
perſons: And the General Aſſembly do hereby enjoin 
all the Preſbyteries of this Church, to attend to any 
tranſgreſſion of this prohibition which may occur with- 
in their bounds, and to ſummon the Miniſter, who is re- 
ported as being guilty of ſuch tranſgreſſion, to anſwer 


for his conduct. | 


And the Aſſembly ordain their Clerk to tranſmit a 
copy of this Act, ſeparately printed, to each of the Mo- 
derators of the Preſbyteries of this Church, with an in- 
junction to them, to cauſe the ſame to be engroſſed in 
the records of their reſpective Preſpyteries. 


© 
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VI 
[Re-tranſmitted.] 
Overture reſpecting the Attendance of 
Students on the Divinity Hall. 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1797. Se ult. 


HE Committee on the Overture from the Syond of 
Aberdeen, reſpecting the attendance of Students 
on the Divinity Halls, having maturely deliberated on 
the ſaid Overture, Report to the Venerable Aſſembly, 
That, in their opinion, it ought to be expreſſed in the 
following terms, v2. © It is Overtured, that. Students 
in Divinity, who propoſe to proſecute their ſtudies 
* for fix Seſſions, ſhould be required to give as much 
partial attendance, during the currency of thoſe Seſ- 


ions, in the Divinity Halls, which they reſpectively 


attend, as ſhall, in the whole, amount to fix months.“ 
The General Aſſembly approved of the above report, 


and ordered the ſame to be tranſmitted, as an Overture, 


for the conſideration of Preſbyteries. 


VII. 
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CCC 


n 
Edinburgh, May 25. 1798. 80. 8, 


Upon the SHA of the Committee on the clau ife of the Over. 
ture from the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, reſpecting the 
courſe of Univerſity Education, to be obſerved by Students 

previous to their entering the Divinity Hall, the General 
Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to tranſmit the following Over- 


ture on that ſabject, to the ſeveral Preſbyteries of this 


Church, enjoining them to ſend up their opinions thereon to 
the next Aſembly. 


Overture reſpecting the Courſe of Uni- 
4 verſity Education, to be obſerved by 
Students, previous to their entering 


the Divinity Hall. 


Wars it has been 1 That Students 


intended for the holy Miniſtry, do ſometimes 
hurry over their courſe of Philoſophy in two Seſſions of 


the Univerſity, it is overtured, that it be recommended 
to Students, previous to their entering a Divinity Hall, 
to ſtudy Literature and Philoſophy at an Univerſity, 
during a courſe of five complete Seſſions, in the follow- 
ing order, vix. 


Seſſion 1 FI Humanity or Latin, with the Elements of 
Greek, in the firſt Humanity and Greek Claſſes. 


Seſſion 2d, Latin and Greek, in the higher Humanity 
and Greek Claſſes; with the Elements of Mathematics. 


 Seſtion za, Logic, with Groeks and Mathematics in the 


higher Claſſes. 


Seſſion 4th, Natural and Moral Philoſophy ; z bat not 


Seſſion 57h, both 1 in the fame Seſſion; Ua 
atin 


{ 


ARR FAR FARE SAY SASACY FAR SAR 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1799. 15 


Latin again, or Greek, or Mathematics, in one or more 
of the higher Claſſes. 


But that it ſhall by expreſsly enacted, That no Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity ſhall admit any Student into the Di- 
vinity Hall, until he produce certificates of his having 
ſtudied at an Univerſity, during three complete Seſſions, 
in the following Claſſes, viz. Logic, together with Greek 
in the higher Greek Claſs; and Natural and Moral Phi- 


loſophy 3 it being, in this caſe, underſtood, that ſuch 


students are well grounded in Latin, and the Elements 
of Greek, previous to their entering the Univerſity. 


VIII. 
[Re-tranſmitted.] | 
Edinburgh, May 28. 1798. Se. ult. 


UPON the Report of the Commattee for claſſing returns ta Over- 
tures, — The Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to retranſmit the 


Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of Probationers ; alſo the 


Overture reſpecting the Attendance of Students on the Di- 
vinity Hall and particularly, enjoin ſuch Preſbyteries as 
have ſent no returns, to ſend up. their Opinions to next A8 
ſembly; and that Preſbyteries ſhall appoint a day for the 
conſideration of theſe two Overtures at their firſt Meeting 
after receiving the printed Acts of Aſſembly ; and that they 
ſhall alſo take into their conſideration on the ſame day, the 
Overture reſpedting the Courſe of Univerſity Education, to 


be obſerved by Students previous to their entering the Divi- 


nity Hall, tranſmitted 2 this Aſſembly. 


New Overture reſpecting the Licenſing 
of Frohn 


Edinburgh, May 25. 1792. S/. 8. 
Ti General Aſſembly having taken under tin 
rious conſideration, the great danger to which the 


intereſts of Religion and of this Church may be ex- 
| E poſed 
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poſed, by licenſing any to preach the Goſpel who are 
not duly qualified for that important truſt, do hereby 
enact and ordain, That 1n all time coming the following 


regulations ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved : 


1 I. It is hereby enacted, That no Student ſhall be en. 
f tered upon the Roll of any Profeſlor of Divinity, unleſs 
; he ſhall produce to the ſaid Profeſſor a certificate from 
k the Miniſter of the pariſh in which he has his uſual re. 
x ſidence; or in his abſence, or during a vacancy in ſaid 
pariſh, from ſome neighbouring Miniſter, bearing, that 
his character is ſuitable to his views; together with a 
diploma of Maſter of Arts, or certificates from the ſe. 
veral Profeſſors of Philoſophy, under whom he hath 
ſtudied, from which it may be clearly afcertained that, in 
ſome Univerſity or Univerſities, he hath gone through 
a full courſe of Philoſophy, in ſome winter-ſeſſions of 
College preceding that in which the certificates are pro- 
duced. 


err TC, 


* | II. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby ordain, 

g That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeſſors 

of Divinity, in the manner preſcribed by this act, ſhall 

1 continue to proſecute the ſtudy of Divinity for the term 

1 of ſix Seſſions: Provided always, That if any Student 
hath given regular attendance in the Divinity Hall du- 


1 ring three Seſſions, his Courſe ſhall be conſidered as 
completed in four Seſſions; and that if he hath given 
li regular attendance in the Hall during two Seſſions, his 
| h Courſe ſhall be confidered as completed in five Seſſions. 


l And the Aſſembly do further ordain, That in each of 
| theſe caſes, Students ſhall be inrolled by the Profeſſors 
during the ſeveral Seſſions of their reſpective Courſes, 
= and deliver in the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein 
* afterwards provided, an Exegeſis in Latin, on ſome con- 
fl troverted Head in Divinity, a Homily in Engliſh, an 
0 Exerciſe and Addition, a Lecture on ſome large portion 
\ of Scripture, and a popular Sermon, together with ſuch 
l - other exerciſes as the Profeſſors ſhall think proper to 
preſcribe. And the Aſſembly further enact and declare, 
That a Student is entitled to apply to the Profeſſor for 
his certificates, that he may be propoſed for trials, and 
that the preliminary ſteps may be taken by the Preſby- 
tery during the currency of the laſt Seſſion of his Courſe, 
as above deſcribed; with this limitation, that if the ſaid 
laſt Seſſion is to be claimed as a Seſſion of regular at- 


tendance, he ſhall, toward the concluſion thereof, ob- 
| | tain 
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cain a new certificate of his attendance during its cur- 
rency, and produce the fame to the Preſbytery or Synod. 


III. Profeſſors of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumſtances may permit, to the conduct of 
ſuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
find it practicable, to infiſt that every Student ſhall de- 
liver his firſt Diſcourſe ſome time during his ſecond Seſ- 
ſon, at the lateſt, and the remainder of his Diſcourſes 
at ſuch periods as may enable him to deliver the whole 
of them before the end of January of the laſt Seſſion of 
his Courſe. 


IV. When a Student is propoſed to any Prefbytery, 
in order to be taken upon trials, the Preſbytery ſhall be 
alone, and the motion for that purpoſe ſhall lie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
time, the Preſbytery ſhall appoint the Member by whom 
the Student has been propoſed, to lay before the faid 
meeting the certificate or certificates in favour of the 
Student, that are ſpecified in the third paragraph of the 
fifth ſection of this act; to deſire him to attend the 
fame ; and to inform him, that, previouſly to the meet- 
ing, he ought, as far as circumſtances may permit, to 
wait on ſuch Miniſters of the Preſbytery as have not 
formerly had an opportunity of converſing with him in 
private. | 605 


V. When the time appointed for confidering the mo- 
tion is arrived, the Prefbytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the 
following regulations. . | {> TOs 

I, The Preſbytery ſhall be alone, while they are em- 
ployed in diſcuſſing the ſeveral preliminaries reſpecting 
Students who are propoſed for trials. : 

2d, They fhall require ſatisfying evidence, that every 
Student who is propoſed for that purpoſe has completed 
the twenty-firſt year of his age. 


34, No Student ſhall be admitted to trials, unleſs he 
produces to the Preſbytery a certificate or certificates 


from the Profeſſor or Profeſſors of Divinity, under 


whoſe tuition he hath ſtudied, bearing, that he hath pro- 
ſecuted his ſtudies, and delivered his Diſcourſes, in the 
manner preſcribed by this act; and that his conduct, as 
far as conſiſts with the knowledge of the ſaid Profeſſor, 
or Profeſſors, has been in every reſpect ſuitable to his 
views in life. And the General Aſſembly do likewiſe 


hereby enact, That the Preſbytery ſhall record at full 
| length 
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length the ſaid certificate, or certificates, in their mi. 
nutes: And it is hereby enacted and declared, That the 
Student having lodged ſuch certificate or certificates 
ſhall be entitled to obtain extracts of the ſame, if de. 
manded. | | 
; 4th, No Preſbytery ſhall receive any Student upon 
|; trials, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he is of good report; 
. ſound in his principles; pious, ſober, grave, and prudent 
in his behaviour; of a peaceable diſpoſition ; and well 
. affected to the happy eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, both 
| in Church and State. And, that the Preſbytery may 
preceed with all due caution, in a matter of ſuch pecu. 
liar importance, they ſhall not agree to the motion in 
behalf of the Student, unleſs his refidence, during the 
ö year proceding, has been chiefly within their bounds, or 
| he ſhall produce ſufficient teſtimonials from the Preſby. 
tery, in whoſe bounds his reſidence has chiefly been, du. 
ring that term, bearing; that his character is ſuch as is 
deſcribed in the immediately preceding ſentence of this 


7 


A paragraph, and recommending him, in theſe reſpects, to 
| | the Preſbytery before whom the propoſal is made, as a 
proper perſon to be entered upon trials. | 

| 5th, The Preſbytery ſhall not agree to the motion in. 


favour of the Student, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thoſe ſe - 
veral branches of knowledge which are neceſlary to en- 


1 able him to be an uſeful Preacher of the Goſpel. And 
| the General Aſſembly ordain, that the Preſbytery, in 
j order to procure full information in this reſpect, ſhall 
| examine the Student ſtrictly, and privately, on his know- 

ledge of the Greek and Latin languages, and of Philo- 


h ſophy and Theology. % | Tt 
| | 6th, If, after theſe preliminary ſteps have been taken, 
| the Preſbytery ſhall be of opinion that the Student is 
duly qualified in theſe ſeveral particulars, they ſhall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the 
bounds of the Provincial Synod, two kalendar months 
at leaſt before the meeting of the ſame, informing them 
of the Preſbytery's intention to take the Student upon 
Public Trials, and bearing, that the certificate, or certi- 
ficates in his favour, which are required by this act, 
have been regularly laid before them. But it is hereby 
provided, That within the bounds of ſuch Synods as 
meet only once a-year, a Student may be entitled to 
have theſe circular letters written half a-year ſooner | 
than would be otherwiſe competent. 36 9 Th 
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VI. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby enact 
and declare, Fhat, at the requeſt of the Student, it ſhall 
be competent to any Preſbytery to transfer the recei- 
ving of the Public Trials, or any part thereof, certify- 
ing to the Preſbytery to which the transference is to 
be made, that the various preliminary ſteps have been 
taken according to the directions of this act; and that 
ſuch parts of the Public and Private Trials as have been 
already gone through have been received with appro- 


4 


VII. If a Student have ſtudied, either in whole or in 


part, in Proteſtant Univerſities, which are not within the 
bounds of this Church, he ſhall, when he is propoſed to 


any Preſbytery for trials, be required to produce ſatis- 
fying teſtimonials from the Profeſſors of Divinity in ſaid 
Univerſities ; and the time which theſe profeſſors ſhall 
certify to have been employed by him in {tudying Divi- 
nity under their tuition, ſhall be computed in the ſame 
manner as if he had proſecuted his ſtudies in any of the 
Univerſities within the bounds of this Church. But it 
is hereby provided, That no Student, in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, ſhall be admitted even to thoſe private trials 
which are appointed to be taken before the writing of 


the circular letters, ſooner than fix kalendar months af- 


ter his arrival in Scotland. 


VIII. The General Aſſembly ordain, That, if a Preſ- 


bytery propoſe to take a Student upon Public Trials, and 


have, with that view, written the circular letters, as 1s 
herein required, public intimation thereof ſhall be made 
at ſome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Sy- 
nod, which ſhall not be the laſt diet thereof: And the 
Preſbytery clerk is hereby required to tranſmit to the 
Synod clerk an extract of the certificate or certificates 
laid before the Preſbytery in favour of the Student, in 


order that the ſame may be produced at this diet of the 


Synod. And it is likewiſe hereby ordained, That at 
ſome ſubſequent diet of the Synod, particular inquiry 
mall be made, whether any of the members of the Court 


has any objection to offer againſt the Student being en- 


tered upon Public Trials: And that the Synod then, ta- 
king into conſideration the extract produced, and the 
whole of the caſe, ſhall judge of the expediency of al- 
lowing the Preſbytery to admit the Student on trials: 
Or, if in any caſe the Preſbytery clerk ſhall fail to tranſ- 
mit the extracts of the certificates above mentioned, the 
student may produce to the Synod, by himſelf, or by 


any 
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any Member of the Court, the extract of the ſame, which, 
by this act he is entitled to obtain. 5 


IX. If the Synod ſhall allow the Student to be taken 
upon Public Trials, the Preſbytery ſhall proceed therein 
with all convenient ſpeed ; and the Aſſembly appoint 
the following trials to be taken of the Student, and in 
the order herein mentioned: 1½, Catechetic trials on 
Divinity, Chronology, and Church Hiſtory; 2d, A 
trial on the Hebrew and Greek languages ; 3d, An Fx. 
egeſis in Latin on ſome controverted Head in Divinity ; 
4th, A Homily in Engliſh ; 5th, An Exerciſe and Addi 
tion ; 67h, A Lecture on ſome large portion of Scripture, 
Ith, A popular Sermon; it being underſtood, that if the 
Preſbytery ſee cauſe, they may examine the Student 

-upon the ſubject of theſe ſeveral Diſcourſes, 


X, The Student having gone through the ſeveral 
trials, which are mentioned in the immediately preced- 
ing ſection of this act, the Preſbytery are ordained to 
proceed in the following order. | 
I/, They ſhall, deliberately and ſeriouſly, take a con- 
junct view of the whole trials; and if they ſhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to 

rform the duties incumbent upon a Preacher of the 
Goſpel, they ſhall by no means grant him a Licenſe in 
his preſent circumſtances. 

2d, If, upon this review of the trials, the Preſbytery 
are fully ſatisfied therewith, they ſhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. 1 | 

34, The Preſbytery ſhall then propoſe to the Student 
the queſtions that are appointed to be put to all who 
paſs Trials by act roth, Aſſembly 1711, and require him 
to ſubſcribe the Formula which is preſcribed by the ſaid 
act. And the General Aſſembly ſtrictly prohibit all 
Preſbyteries from licenſing any Student to preach the 
Goſpel, who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying an- 

12 ſwers to theſe queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula. 
4th, The Preſbytery ſhall order the act of Aſſembly 
1759, againſt Simoniacal practices, to be read to the 
Student in their preſence, | 
Laſtly, The Preſbytery ſhall appoint their Modera- 
tor to licenſe the Student to preach the Goſpel, and or- 
der their Clerk to furniſh him with an extract of his li- 
cenſe. | | 


XI. For 
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XI. For the better obſervance of this act, the Gene- 


ral Aſſembly ordain, V/, That it ſhall be printed among 
their other printed acts: 2d, That it ſhall be printed by 
itſelf, in ſome convenient form; 3d, That a copy of 
this ſeparate edition ſhall be tranſmitted to each Pro- 
feſſor of Divinity in the Univerſities of Scotland; and 
that the ſaid Profeſſors ſhall read the ſame in their re- 
ſpective Halls, once at leaſt during every Seſſion, and at 
ſuch times as they have reaſon to expect the attendance 
of the greateſt number of Students for that Seſſion ; and, 
laſtly, That a copy of the ſame edition ſhall likewiſe be 


tranſmitted to the Clerks of each Synod and Preſbytery, 


within the bounds of this Church, and that the ſaid 


Clerks ſhall keep the ſame along with their minutes, and 
bring it up to each meeting of their reſpective Courts, 
for the uſe of the Members. 1 


FFF 


X. 


Comms810Nn of the General Aſſembly 


to certain Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ders, for diſcuſſing affairs referred to 
them. 2 


1 Edinburgh, June 1. 1799. Se. g. 
"HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do nomi- 
nate, commiſſion and appoint, the Reverend Dr 
WILLIAu MooDIE,-one of the miniſters of the City, and 


Profeſſor of Hebrew in the Univerſity, of Edinburgh, 


their Moderator : And,—From the Preſbytery of Strath- 
bogie, Mr Alexander Angus at Botriphnie, Mr John Fin- 
later at Glaſs, Miniſters ; Mr Baron Gordon, Ruling El- 
der : — From the Preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr George, 
Cruikſhank at Rothes, Mr William Spence at Inveraven, 
Miniſters ; The Honourable Arthur Duff, Eſq; of Orton, 
Ruling Elder. From the Preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr Pa- 


trick Grant at Duthil, Mr Gregor Grant at Cromdale 
. Miniſters; 
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Minifters; Dr Gregory Grant, phyſician in Edinburgh 
Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Elgin, Mr William 
Gordon at Elgin, Mr James Gillan at Speymouth, Mini. 
ters; The Moſt Noble the Marquis of Huntly, Ruling 
Elder :—From the Burgh of Elgin, Mr William Blair 
writer to the Signet :—From the Preſbytery of Forres, Mr 
David Miln at Edinkellie, Mr William Stephen at Raf. 
ford, Miniſters ; George Cumin of Relugas, Eſq; Ruling 
Elder From the Burgh of Forres, Mr Robert Gordon, 
writer to the Signet :—From the Preſbytery of Nairn, Mr 
Hugh Calder at Croy, Mr Donald Mitchell at Ardclach, 
f Minifters ; Mr Alexander Grant, writer to the Signet, 
q Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Inverneſs, Mr Alex. 
| ander Fraſer at Inverneſs, Mr William Smith at Petty, 
Minifters; Simon Fraſer of Faraline, Eſq; Wuling Elder 
From the Preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr Robert Arthur at 
Kirkmichael and Cullicuden, Mr Roderick Mackenzie 
4 at Kilmuir Weſter, Miniſters; Mr William Sprott, Soli. 
| Citor at Law, Edinburgh, Ruling Elder: — From the Pre/- 
bytery of Tain, Mr Alexander Monro at Edderton, Mr 
Angus Macintoſh at Tain, Miniffers ; Charles Roſs, Eſq; 
Advocate, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Ding- 
wall, Mr James Dallas at Contin, Mr Daniel Roſe at 
Dingwall, Minifters ; Mr Kenneth Mackenzie, writer to 
1 the Signet, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Aber. 
4 tarph, Mr Patrick Grant of Boleſkeen, Mr Thomas Roſs 
at Kilmanivaig, Minifters; Coll Macdonald, Eſq; of 
Dalneſs, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Sky, Mr 
Donald Mackinnon at Strath, Mr Donald Maclean at 
Small Ifles, Miniſterss The Right Honourable Lord 
Macdonald, Ruling Elder: - From the Preſbytery of Uift, 


Mr Edmund Macqueen at Barra, Dr John Macleod 
at Harris, Minifters ; Mr Hector Macdonald Buchan- 
f nan, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder — From the 
{| Preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr Colin Maciver at Glen- 
Yy els, Mr Lauchlan Mackenzie at Lochcarron, Mini- 
K flers ; Bailie Daniel Miller, merchant, Canongate, Rul- 
il ing Elder. — From the Preſbytery of Tongue, Mr Wil- 
= liam Thomſon at Durneſs, Mr James Dingwall at Farr, 
f Minifters ; Mr William Maclean, merchant, Edinburgh, 
. © Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr 
„ George Mackenzie at Olrick, Mr William Smith at 
| E Bower, Minifters ; Sir John Sinclair of Ulbſter, Baronet, 
F | Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Wick, Mr James 


Horne, writer to the Signet: From the Preſbytery of 
Kirkwall, Mr James Watſon at South Ronaldſay, Mr 
Robert Yule at Kirkwall, Miniſters ; Mr Thomas Gor- 
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don, writer to the Signet, Ruling Elder. From the Prej- 
bytrry of Gairione, Mr John Malcolm at Firth and Sten- 
refs, Mr Gavin Hamilton at Hoy and Græmeſay, Mini- 


ers Commiſſioner Reid, Ruling Elder. — From the 


Preſbrtery of North Iſles, Mr William Grant at Croſs Pa- 


iſh, Mr James Paterſon at Rouſay, Miniſters; CommiCl. 


ſioner Grieve, Ruling Elder: —From the Preſbytery of 
Zetland, Mr James Sands at Tingwall, Mr John Nicolſon 
at Unſt, Mini/ters 5 Profeilor Andrew Dalzel, Edinburgh, 


Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr 
William Gloag, Edinburgh, Dr John Walker at Coling- 


ton, Dr Thomas Davidſon, Edinburgh, Mr Robert Wal- 
ker, Canongate, Mr David Black, Edinburgh, Mr James 
Grant at Liberton, Mini/ters ; Andrew Wauchope; Eſq; 
of Niddry Marſhall, Bailie George Spankie, Ephraim 
Lockart, Eſq; of the Cuſtoms, Leith, Ruling Elders :— 
From the City of Edinburgh, The Right Honourable Sir 

ames Stirling, Baronet, Lord Provoft of the City, Mr 
William Rankin, Convener of the Trades :—From the 
Prebytery of Linlithgow, Mr Walter Jardine at Bathgate, 
Mr james Rhind at Whitburn, Mr John Ferguſon at Up- 
hall, Mr James Robertſon at Slamannan, Minifters.; The 
Right Honourable Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, 


writer to the Signet, Ruling Elders From the Burgh of 


Linlithgow, Robert Blair, Eſq; of Avonton, His Majeſty's 
Solicitor-General: From the Burgh of Ducensferry, Mr 
James Taylor, ſhipmaſter in Queensferry :—From the 
Preſbytery of Biggar, Mr John Gordon at Dolphington, 
Mr William Porteous at Kilbucho, Mr John Alpine at 
Skirling, Miniſters; Mr David Stodart, tenant at Eaſton 
of Dunſyre, Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of 
Peebles, Dr William Dalglieſh at Peebles, Mr Patrick 
Robertſon at Eddleſton, Mini/ters ; James Montgomery, 
Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder From the Burgh of Peebles, 
Mr Thomas Crapſtoun, writer to the Signet : From the 
Preſoytery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, 
Mr Ebenezer Marſhall at Cockpen, Mr Leilie Moodie at 
Newton, Miniflers ; The Right Honourable the Lord 
Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From the Prefbytery of Had- 
dington, Dr Robert Lorimer at Haddington, Mr Andrew 
Niſbet at Garvald, Mr George Goldie at Athelſtoneford, 
Miniflers ; William Law, Eſq; of Elvingſtone, Ruling El- 
er: From the Burgh of Haddington, Robert Roughead, 
Eſq; preſent Provoſt of Haddington : From the Buręb 
of Meib Berwick, Sir Hew Hamilton Dalrymple of Bar- 
geny and North Berwick: — From the Preſbytery of 
Dunbar, Mr Alexzavder Davidſon at Stenton, Mr An- 
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Fleming, Mr John Morgan at Gratnay, Minifters ; ]o- 


Troquir, Minifters ; Thomas Crichton, younger of Auch- 


drew Spence at Cockburnpath, Miniffers ; The Hs. 
nourable Charles, Earl of Hadinton, Ruling Elder 
From the Preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr William Simpſon 
at Greenlaw, Mr James Baird at Eccles, Minifters , 
Mr Mathew Sandilands, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder — From the Preſbytery of Cburnſide, Dr Walter 
Anderſon at Churnſide, Mr Robert Scott at Coldſtream 
Miniſters ; George Buchan, Eſq; of Kello, Ruling Elder K 
From the Preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr Robert Turnbull at 
Sprouſton, Mr Robert Robertſon at Ednam, Miniſters; 
Sir James Pringle of Stitchell, Baronet, Ruling Elder. — 
From the Preſbytery of Fedburgh, Mr William Brown at 
Bedrule, Mr David Brown at Crailing, Dr Thomas So- 
merville at Jedburgh, Miniſerss Mr James Dickſon, 
merchant, Hawick, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery 
of Lauder, Mr William Shiells at Weſtruther, Mr Henry 
Garnock at Legertwood, Mini/ters ; George Baillie, Eſq; 

of Jervitwood, Ruling Elder — From the Preſbytery of 
Seltirk, Mr Charles Paton at Etterick, Mr James Hay at 
Roberton, Mini/ters ; Mark Pringle, Eſq; of Clifton, Ru. 
ling Elder :—From the Burgh of Selkirk, Mr Alexander 
Cunningham, jeweller in Edinburgh: From the Pre/by- 
rery of Annan, Mr Alexander Monelaws at Kirkpatrick 


ſeph Norres, Eſq; of Newfield, Ruling Elder : From the 
Preſbytery of Langholm, Mr John Ruſſell at Canoby, Mr 
William Brown at E{kdalemuir, Miniſters; Mr John 
Peat, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling Elder :—From the 
Preſbytery of Lochmaben, Mr William Sibbald at John- 
ton, Mr William Singer at Wamphray, Mr David Dick- 
{on at St Mungo, Miniſters; Mr Henry Jardine, writer to 
the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Lochmaben, 
Mr William Johnſton, writer, Edinburgh :—From the 
Preſbytery of Penpont, Mr James Wilſon at Tynron, Mr 
John Williamſon at Dureſdeer, Minifters ; Mr Thomas 
Black in Glencairn, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery 
of Dumfries, Dr David Lamont at Kirkpatrick Durham, 
Dr William Burnſide at Dumfries, Mr Joſeph Eiſton at 


inſkeoch, Eſq; Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Dum— 
fries, Mr Hugh Corrie, writer to the Signet :—From the 
Preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, Dr Robert Muter at Kirkcud- 
bright, Mr Robert Gordon at Carsfairn, Mr Alexander 
Macgown at Dalry, Miniſters; James Gordon, younger 
of Culvenan, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder — From 
the Burgh of Wizion, Mr John Jeffrey, writer, Edin- 
burgh :—From the Burgh of Whithorn, Mr John _—_ 

| Sherift- 
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Sheriſf-clerk of Dumfries: From the Preſbytery of Stran- 
rar, Mr William Roſe at Kirkolm, Mr Andrew. Mac- 
cubbin at Leſwalt, Miniſters; Mr Thomas Adair, writer 
to the Signet, Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Stran- 
fager, Mr Thomas Smith, one of the Principal Clerks to 
the Bills :—From the Preſbytery of Ar, Dr Thomas Mil- 
ler at Old Cumnock, Mr Stephen Young at Barr, Dr 
William Peebles at Newton upon Ayr, Mr John Lindſay 


at Auchinleck, Mr Robert Steven at Dalrymple, Mini- 
ers; Thomas Kennedy, Eſq; of Denure, James Ferguſ- 


ſon, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elders :—From the Burgh of 
Ayr, George Ferguſlon, Eſq; Advocate: From the 
Preſoytery of Irvine, Mr John Fullarton at Dalry, Mr 
James Richmond at Irvine, Dr William Ritchie at Kil- 


_ winning, Minifters ; David Boyle, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling 


Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr Robert An- 


derſon at Eaſtwood, Mr James Smith at Abbey Church, 


Mr William Hood at Neilſton, Mr Jonathan Ranken at 
Paiſley, Miniſters; Robert Barclay, Eſq; Chief Magi- 
{rate of Paifley, Archibald Campbell, Eſq; younger of 
Clathick, Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbytery of Hamil- 
ton, Mr John Scott at Avendale, Mr Alexander Fleming 
at Hamilton, Mr John Robertſon at Cambuſlang, Mini- 
ers; Profeſſor George Jardine, Glaſgow, Ruling Elder - 
—From the Preſbytery of Lanarb, Mr George Mark at 
Carnwath, Mr William Maccubbin at Douglas, Miniſters; 
John Fullarton, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the 


Preſbytery of Glaſeow, Dr William Taylor at Glaſgow, 


Mr Robert Balfour at Glaſgow, Mr Archibald Proven 
at Cadder, Mr William Finlay at Eagleſham, Miniſters; 
Sir John Stirling of Glorat, Baronet, Mr Andrew 
Paton, merchant in Glaſgow, Ruling Elders From the 
Cuy of Glaſgow, John Dunlop, Eſq; of Roſebank :— 
From the Burgh of Rutherglen, Mr James Davidſon, wri— 


ter to the Signet: From the Pre/bytery of Dumbarton, 


Mr David Macgibbon at Buchanan, Mr John Mitchell at 
Fintray, Mr William Macartney at Old Kilpatrick, Mi- 
"ters; The Right Honourable the Lord Prefident, Ru- 
ing Elder : —From the Burgh of Dumbarton, Archibald 
Campbell younger of Succoth, Eſq; :—From the Preſby- 
ler y of Duncon, Mr Archibald Maclea at Rothſay, Mr Hugh 
Mactaviſh at Inverchaolan, Mini/ters 5 John Lamont of 
Lamont, Eſq; Ruling Elder :—From the Burgh of Roth/ay, 
William Macleod Bannatyne, Eſq; of Kames, (now one 
vt the Senators of the College of Juſtice) :—From the; | 
Prefbytery of Kintyre, Dr John Smith at Campbelton, 
Mr William Frafer at Gigha, Mr James Mackintoih, 
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at Riltarow, Miniſters ; : Robert Davidſon, Ef: Advocate, 


Ruling Elder: From the Burgh of Canpbelion. William 
Campbell, Eſq; of Fairfield: - From the Burgh of Inq. 
rary, Humphrey Trawfurd Campbell, Eſq; younger of 


Aſhnith :—From the Preſbytery of Lern, Dr Jo! eh Mac- 


intyre at Glenorchy, Mr Alexander Macintyre at Kil. 
chrenan, Miniſters; John Campbell of Lochend, Eſq: 

Rulins Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Mull, Mr en 
der Ca mpbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr Krebibald Macar- 
thur at Kilninian, Minifters ; Ranald Macdonald, Eſq; 

Advocate, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of Dun- 
teld, Mr William Innerarity at Caputh, Mr Alexander 
Niven at Dunkeld, Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin, 


Mr Laurence Butter at Lethindy, Mini/ters-.; John Ha- 


gart, Eſq; Advocate, Mr John Macritchie, writer in 
Edinburgh, Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbytery of Perth, 
Mr Lewis Dunbar at Kinnoul, Mr John Inglis at TI b. 
bermuir, Mr William Aitken at Scone, Mr John Duff at 
Kinfanns, Minijters ; Mr Alexander Beatſon, Writer to 
the Signet, Bailie James Dickſon, bookſeller, Edinburgh, 
Ruling Elders :—From the Preſbyter of Stirling, Mr Ro. 
bert Ure /enior at Airth, Mr John Watſon at Dollar, Mi. 


niſters; William Murray, Eſq; of Touchadam, Ruling El. 


der: From the Preſoytery of Auchterarder, Mr John Scott 
at Muthill, Mr Colin Baxter at Monyvaird, Mr Patrick 
Maciſaac at Gaſk, Mini/trrs.; Patrick Murray, younger 
of Auchtertyre, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder: — From 
the Preſbytery of Dunblane, Mr Chriſtopher Tait .at Kin- 
cardine, Mr John Campbell at Kippen, Miniſters; Mr 
William Campbell, writer, Edinburgh: From the Pre/by- 
tery.of Dunfermline, Mr David Balfour at Toryburn, Mr 
Walter Macalpin at Culroſs, Mr William Daling at 


Clieſh, Mini/tezs ; Sir Charles Preſton of Velayfield, Ru 


ling Eli: From the Preſbytery of Kirkcaldy, Mr George 
Shaw at Abbotshall, Mr Andrew Grant at Porimoak, 
Mr George Muirhead at Dyſart, Miniſters; Lientenant- 
Colonel Roger Ayton of Inchdairney, Ruling Elder :— 
From the Burgh of Brunti/land, Mr Andrew Iſedale, mer- 


chant, Bruntifland :—From the Preſbytery of Cupar, Dr 
Samuel Martin at Menymeal, Dr Andrew Brown at Falk- 


land, Mr Joſeph Crichton at Ceres, Mr John Cook at 
Kilmeny, Mini/ters ; George Greenlawof Hilton, Eſq; Mr 


Walter Cook, writer in Edinburgh, Ruling D From 
the Prcſh ter of St Andrews, Profeſſor Charles Wilton, St 


Mary's College, Mr Alexancer Small at Kilconguhar, Mr 
James Hunter at Deninno, Mr James Clerk at Ely, 


Miniſters; Licutenant. Colonel Alexander Monypenn? 
| | of 
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of Pitmilly, Profeſſor John Rotheram, United College, 


Ruling Elders: From the Burgh of St Andrew's, Joſeph 


Maccormick, Etq; Advocate: — From the Univerſity of 
St Andrew's, Dr George Hill, Principal of St Mary's 
College: From the Burgh of Crail, Mr Thomas Weir, 
writer, Edinburgh: From the Preſbytery of Meigle, Mr 

James Stormonth at Airly, Mr Patrick Maclaren at 
Ruthven, Mr William Haldane at Gleniſla, Miniſters ; 


sir William Ramſay of Banff, Baronet, Ruling Elder :— 


From the Pre/bytery of Forfar, Mr James Lyon at Glamis, 
Mr John Bruce at Fortar, Miners ; Profeſſor Hen- 


ry David Hill, St Andrew's :—From the Preſbytery of | 


Dundee, Mr William Maul at Moneikie, Mr Charles 


Cunningham at Lundie and Foulis, Mr Patrick Macvi- 


car at Dundee, Mini/ters; George Paterſon, Eſq; of 
Caſtlehuntly, Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of 
Aberbrothbock, Mr James Will at Guthrie, Mr David Traill 
at Panbride, Minifters; Mr Thomas Milne, merchant, 
Canongate, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Bre- 
chin, Mr Robert Hannah at Strickathrow, Mr Alexander 
Burnet at Caraldſtone, Mr James Burns at Brechin, 


Miniſters ; Charles Hope, Eſq; Advocate, Ruling Elder : 


From the Preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr James Walker at 
Dunnotter, Mr Robert Croll at Bervie, Mr George Cook 
at Laurencekirk, Miniffers ; John Burnett, Eſq; Advo- 
cate, Ruling Elder :—From the Preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr 
William Strachan at Durris, Dr William Laurence 
Brown, Principal, Mariſchall College, Aberdeen, Dr 
Gilbert Gerard, Profeſſor of Divinity in King's College, 
Mr George Allan at Newhills, Mini/ffers; William Ro- 
bertſon, Eſq; Procurator for the Church, William Simp- 
ſon, Eſq; Caſhier to the Royal Bank, Ruling Elders :— 
From the Preſbytery of Kincardine O' Neal, Mr George 
Brown at Glenmuick, Mr Robert Farquharſon at Cold 


ſtone, Mr Alexander Henderſon at Echt, Miniffers; Wil- 


liam Macdonald, Eſq; of Renetton, Ruling Elder: — 
From the Preſhytery of Alford, Mr Thomas Birnie at 
Alford, Mr William Spence at Glenbucket, Mr Alexan- 
der Urquhart at Touch, Miniſters; James Gordon, Eſq; 
younger of Craig, Ruling Elder: From the Preſbytery of 
Ellon, Mr Thomas Tait at Ellon, Mr George Pirie at 
Slains, Minifters; Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, Glaſgow, 
Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery of Garioch, Mr 
John Shand at Chapel Garioch, Mr Patrick Mitchell 
at Kemnay, Mr William Cock at Culſalmond, Mi- 
nflers ; Mr William Gordon of Rothney, writer ”- 
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Elder: From the Preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr Alexander 


thereto, Dr James Finlay ſon, one of the Miniſters of 


to be any thirty-one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, where. 


oftener, when and where they ſhall think fit and conve- 


determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every matter re- 


of the Church on every occaſion, that the Church, and 
preſent eſtabliſhment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain 


anſwerable: Provided always, that this general clauſe 


lation to private cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any 


30 The ACTS of the 


the Signet, Ruling Elder: — From the Preſbytery gx 
Deer, Mr William Anderſon, at St Fergus, Mr James 
Greig at Pitſligo, Mr William Greig at Longſide, Mini. 
ers; Mr John Taylor, writer to the Signet, Ruling 
Elder: From the Preſbytery of Turriff, Mr Robert Duff 
at King Edward, Mr William Stuart at Turriff, Mini. 
ers; Mr Archibald Milne, writer to the Signet, Ruling 


Humphry at Fordyce, Mr Alexander Gray at Orgj. 
quhill, Minifters; Mr George Andrew, writer in Edin- 
burgh, Ruling Elder :—And the General Aſſembly added 


Edinburgh, in place of the Moderator: and alſo from 
the Burgh of Renfrew, Mr John Connell, Advocate, whoſe 
commiſſion had been rejected on account of informali. 
ty; TO BE COMMISSIONERS of this General Aſſembly, to 
the effect after mentioned; with power to the ſaid Com. 
miſſioners, or their quorum, which is hereby declared 


of twenty-one are always to be Miniſters, to meet and 
convene within the Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the 
firſt day after the diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of 
the clock in the forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond 
Wedneſday of Auguſt, third Wedneſday of November, 
and the firſt Wedneſday of March next to come, and 


nient, with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to chooſe 
their own Moderator: And likewiſe, the General Af. 
ſembly fully empowers their ſaid Commiſſioners, or 
their quorum above mentioned, to. cognoſce and finally 


ferred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by an act or 
order of this Aſſembly ; and to do every thing contain- 
ed in, and conform to the inſtructions given, or to be 
given by this Aſſembly ; and to advert to the intereſt 


any prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be 
be not extended to particular affairs or proceſles before 


Synods cr Preſbyteries, that are not of univerſal con- 
cern to, or influence upon, the whole Church. And it 


is hereby appointed, that no private proceſies be deter- 


mined, except at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall 
be determined at one diet of the Commiſſion, with re- 
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other diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in force 
till diſapproved of by the General Aſſembly. And the 


Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given by the General 


Aſſembly in the year One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventeen to their Commiſſion, and appoints the ſame 
to ſtand in full force as inſtructions to the Commiſſion- 


ers before named, and to be obſerved by them in all 
oints, as if the ſame were ſpecially here inſerted ; and 


that they inquire into the publiſhing and ſpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting 


of opinions of whatever kind, inconſiſtent with our 
Confeſſion of Faith; and that the recommenders of ſuch 


books and pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, 
whether by word, writ, or print, be called before the 


{aid Commiſſion, to anſwer for the ſame. And further, 
the ſaid Commiſſion is hereby empowered to receive 


any references and appeals that ſhall be made to them 


from Synods, in matters of doctrine, and ripen ſuch af- 


fairs for the next General Aſſembly ; and to contribute 
what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice and immorali- 


ty, and give all needful advice and aſſiſtance to Synods 


and Preſbyteries, upon application. to them for that 
end: Likewiſe, to take care that the impreſſions of the 


Hol Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechi/ms, 


and ſuch books as are authorized by this Church, rela- 
ting to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government 
taereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the Commiſſioners are appointed and 


empowered to keep a correſpondence with the Commit- 


tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 


ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and for promoting 


the knowledge of true religion, and carrying: on a refor- 
mation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concur- 


rence therein; and, if need be, to apply to the Govern- 


ment for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the 
ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and 


diſcharged to meddle in any other matters than what 


are committed and referred to them, as above mention- 


ccd': And, in all their actings, they are to proceed ac- 


cording to the acts and conſtitution of this Church, and 
to do nothing, contrary thereto, or to-the prejudice of 
the ſame ; declaring, that, in and for all their actings, 
they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurable by, the 
next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And 
the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſioners 


particularly to obſerve the acts of the General _ 
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blies One thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the ap- 
plication of the public money ; which two acts are print. 
ed among the acts of Aſſembly One thouſand ſeven hun. 
dred and ſixty-one. And this Commiſſion is to conti. 
nue and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed; 
and members are required to attend the diets of the 
ſaid Commiſſion ; and abſents therefrom are ordered to 
be noticed, according to the 17th act of the General 
Aſſembly held in the year One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fix. And for the better ſecuring of a quorum, and 
attendance of members on the Commiſſion, the General 
Aſſembly probibits the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any 
other Preſbytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet 
on any of the days or weeks appointed for the meeting 
of this Commiſſion ; and ſuch of the members of theſe 
Preſbyteries as are on the Commiſſion, are required, all 
of them, to give attendance on the diets thereof; and 
the Preſbyteries at a greater diſtance, who have four or 
more members on the Commiſſion, are to take care, 
that at leaſt two of them attend each diet of the ſame: 
And the General Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at 
their firſt meeting, to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and 
queſtions relative to the ſettlement of vacant churches, 
which are or ſhall be referred to them by the Aſſem- 
bly, as they can overtake. And it is further provided, 
that when any Preſbytery or Synod of this Church ſhall 
decline to comply with the ſentence of the Commiſſion, 
or to give the ſame a full execution, in that caſe the 
Commiſſion is hereby prohibited to execute the ſame, 
by appointing any ſuch correſpondent meeting, as has 
been ſome time the practice, but ſhall allow the' fame to 
lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to which ſuch Preſby- 
teries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable for ſuch their con- 
duct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up with their 
Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. And that in 
paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the execution of 
the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th act of the Aſ- 
ſembly One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-ſix. * 
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Commissi0N to ſome Miniſters and 


Ruling Elders, for the Reformation 
of the Highlands and Iſlands of Scot- 


land, and for managing his Majeſty's 


Royal Bounty for that End. 


Edinburgh, June 1. 1799. Se 9. | 


IHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY did, and hereby do, no- 
minate and appoint the Reverend Dr WILLIAM 


Moop1E, one of the Miniſters of the City, and Profeſ- 
ſor of Hebrew in the Univerſity, of Edinburgh, their 
Moderator, all the Miniſters who are members of the 
Preſbytery of Edinburgh, Mr Alexander Angus, Mr 
George Cruickſhank, Mr Patrick Grant, Mr William 
Gordon, Mr David Milne, Mr Hugh Calder, Mr Alex- 
ander Fraſer, Mr Robert Arthur, Mr Alexander Munro, 
Mr Daniel Roſe, Mr James Dallas, Mr Patrick Grant, 


Mr Donald Mackinnon, Dr John Macleod, Mr Colin 


Maciver, Mr James Dingwall, Mr William Smith, Mr 


james Watſon, Mr John Malcolm, Mr William Grant, 


Mr james Sands, Mr james Rhynd, Mr John Gordon, 
Dr William Dalglieſh, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Mr George 
Goldie, Mr Alexander Davidfon, Mr William Simpſon, 
Dr Walter Anderſon, Mr Robert Turnbull, Mr William 


Brown, Mr William Shiels, Mr Charles Paton, Mr John 


Morgan, Mr. John Ruſſell, Mr William Sibbald, Mr James 
Wilſon, Dr David Lamont, Mr Stephen Young, Dr Wil- 
liam Rirchie, Mr Robert Anderſon, Mr John Scott, Dr 
William Taylor, Mr David Macgibbon, Mr Archibald 
Maclea, Mr William Fraſer, Dr Joſeph Macintyre, Mr 
Alexander Campbell, Mr Alexander Niven, Mr John 
Inglis, Mr Patrick Maciſaac, Mr John Campbell, Mr 
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David Balfour, Mr George Shaw, Dr Samuel Martin, Mr 
James Clerk, Dr George Hill, Mr James Stormonth, Mr 
James Lyon, Mr William Maule, Mr James Will, Mr 
Robert Hannah, Mr James Walker, Dr Gilbert Gerard. 
Mr George Brown, Mr Thomas Birnie, Mr Thomas 
Tait, Mr John Shand, Mr William Anderſon, Mr Ro. 
bert Duff, Mr Alexander Humphry, Mr Macintoſh at 
Tain, Miniſters; Mr Baron Gordon, Dr Gregory Grant 
The Marquis of Huntly, Mr George Cumin, Mr Robert 
Gordon, Mr Alexander Grant, Simon Fraſer, Eſq; Mr 
William Sprott, Charles Roſs, Eſq; Mr Kenneth Mac. 
kenzie, Mr Coll Macdonald, the Right Honourable Lord 
Macdonald, Mr Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Bailie 
Daniel Miller, Mr William Maclean, Sir John Sinclair, 
Baronet, Mr James Horne, Mr Thomas Gordon, Com- 
miſſioner Reid, Commiſſioner Grieve, Profeſſor Dalzel, 
Andrew Wauchope, Eſq; Bailie George Spankie, 
Ephraim Lochart, Eſq; The Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
Conyener Ranken, Lord Torphichen, Mr John Meek, Mr 
Solicitor-General, James Montgomery, Eſq; Mr Tho- 
mas Cranſtoun, The Lord Advocate, William Law, Eſq; 


Sir Hew Hamilton Dalrymple, the Earl of Hadin- 


ton, Mr Mathew Sandilands, George Buchan, Eſq; Sir 

ames Pringle, Baronet, Mr Alexander Cunningham, 
Mr Joſeph Norris, Mr John Peat, Mr Henry Jardine, 
Mr William Johnſton, Mr Hugh Corrie, Mr John [af- 
frey, Mr Thomas Smith, James Ferguſſon, Eſq; George 
Ferguſſon, Eſq; David Boyle, Eſq; Archibald Campbell, 
Eſq; of Clathick, Profeſſor George Jardine, John Dun- 
lop, Eſq; Mr James Davidſon, The Lord Preſident, Archi- 
bald Campbell, Eſq; John Lamont of Lamont, Eſq; 
Lord Bannatyne, Robert Davidſon, Eſq; William Camp- 
bell, Eſq; of Fairfield, Ranald Macdonald, Eſq; John 
Hagart, Eſq; Mr John Macritchie, Mr Alexander Beat- 
{on, Bailie James Dickſon, Mr William Campbell, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Roger Ayton, Mr Walter Cook, Mr 'Thc- 
mas Weir, John Burnett, Eſq; The Procurator, Mr Wil- 
liam Macdonald, Profeſſor Hugh Macleod, Mr William 


Gordon, Mr John Taylor, Mr Archibald Milge, Mr 
George Andrew, Ruling Elders; TO BE a COMMITTEE of 
this Aſſembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 


Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting. the knowledge of 


true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and profanenels, and 


for managing the Royal Bounty for theſe ends, accord: 
ing to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to this Aſ- 


ſembly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the Commit- 
tee are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go to ſuch 
places as they ſhall find, upon due information, to b 


e the 
molt. 
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at the appointment of the Preſbytery, by the Moderator 
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nen proper, according to his Majeſty's deſign, expreſſed. 


in His warrant; and, in fo doing, that they have parti- 


cular regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small Iſles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 


Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the Synods of Glen- 


elg and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall find, by rea- 


ſon of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and 


ignorance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in 


the greateſt diſtreſs: And they ſhall take care, that the 
perſons they employ be certified and found, upon due 
trial, to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective offi- 


ces, of good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and 


converſation ; prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Ma- 


jeſty, and of competent {ſkill in the principles of Divi- 
nity, and particularly in Popiſh controverſies : Such 


Preachers and Catechiſts being hereby appointed to be 
ſubject to, and under the inſpection of, the Preſbyteries 
of the bounds to which they are ſent, who are to take 


care that the orders of the Committee be duly obſerved 


by them. And the Preachers are alſo appointed to ca- 


techiſe, and both they and the Catechiſts to inſtruct the 


people from houſe to houſe, and to viiit the ſick; and, 


in all their labour among the people, to be careful to 
teach them the principles and duties of the true Chri- 


ſtian Proteſtant religion, and the obligations they are 


under to duty and loyalty to our Sovereign King George, 
and obedience to the laws: And the Committee are 


empowered to give them ſuch inſtructions, as to their 


work and behaviour, as they ſhall judge meet; which 


inſtructions the Preachers and Catechiſts are hereby 
ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly do further 


appoint the ſaid Committee to have a particular regard, 


in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed upon. by 


the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing the Royal 


Bounty, on the zoth of September 1730, approved by 
frequent Aſſemblies ; and to take care that Preſbyteries, 


and others concerned, obſerve the fame, which they are 


hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the Aſſembly or- 


dains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to inſert, in their regt- 


ſters, the Committee's appointments of the deſignations, 
falaries, and ſtations, of the ſeveral Miſſionaries, and to 
have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall 
write about the ſaid Miſſionaries, and in giving of cer- 
tificates to them; and to direct all their letters, con- 


cerning Miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the Mode- 


rator of the Committce ; which letters ſhall be ſigned, 


or 
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or Clerk thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any 
payment to be made of the ſalaries of the Miſſionaries, 
except upon receipts from the Miſſionaries themſelves, 
and upon certificates from the Preſbyteries, bearing, 
a that they have ſerved for the time mentioned in the re. 
' ceipts ; and that every Catechiſt, who receives a ſalary 
4 from the Royal Bounty, on condition that the pari- 
5 ſhioners, or gentlemen of the diſtrict, ſhall pay a certain 
| ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall inſert, in the body of his 
receipt to the Caſhier, a declaration, that he has recei. 
: ved the particular ſum ſpecified ; and that the atteſta. 
tion of the Preſbytery ſhall, in like manner, bear, that 
the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum which the 
Committee make the condition of his appointment; it 
being underſtood by this reſolution, that the ſeveral ſta- 
tions, with regard to which ſuch conditions were origi. 
nally made by the Committee, when no. ſuch declara. 
tion of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſbytery, 
as is now propoſed, is received by the Caſhier, ſhall be 
afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though the Ca- 
rechiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for the 
time he is certified to have performed his duty: That a 
journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of 
the Preſbytery's certificate, and figned by him, as the 
ground on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid 
certificate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower 
the ſaid Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above 
mentioned, what may remain of the laſt year's Royal 
Bounty not diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the Miſſion- 
aries not fulfilling the appointments laid upon them; 
a and that they are to keep a regiſter of their proceed- 
ings, and likewiſe diſtin books of accounts, how the 
foreſaid money is beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to 
any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpect the fame. Of the 
perſons above named, as Members of this Committee, 
tive are declared to be a quorum, whereof three are, to 
be Miniſters. But it is hereby appointed, That at the 
quarterly meeting of the Compittee, in which the 
{cheme or eſtabliſhment of Miſlionaries for the enſuing | 
year is to be approved and determined, not leſs than 
fourteen ſhall be the quorum, whereof nine ſhall be Mi- 
niſters: and the ſaid Committee are appointed to have 
their firſt general meeting at Edinburgh, the firſt law- 
ful day after the adjournment of the firſt of the ſtated 
diets of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly; their 


ſecond meeting (which is for fixing the annual ſcheme) 
| | upon 
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Members who ſhall then be preſent, to adjourn; and. 


upon the ſecond Thurſday'of July; with power to thoſe 


their other two general meetings the firſt lawful days 


alter the ſtated meetivgs of the Commilſion of the Ge- 
neral Aſtembly, in November and March, within the 
Aſſembly ayle; at ten of the clock in the forenoon, ex- 


cept that day ſhall fall to be Saturday, and then the 
meeting all be upon Monday next thereafter, at the 


ſaid hour; with power to the {aid Committee to ads 
journ themſelves to ſuch times and places as they ſhall. 


find moſt needful and convenient? And thez are to keep 
a correſpondence witk the Commiſſion of the General 


Aſſembly, and the Society for 'Propagating: Chriſtian 


Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and to- 


take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They 


are likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee | 


cauſe, to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, 
for aſſiſtance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of 
the Commiſſion now given to them. And the General 
Aſſembly do appoint Mr William Robertſon, Advocate, 
Procurator for the Church, and Receiver of the fore- 
faid Royal Bounty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be 


directed and ordered by the foreſaid Committee, and 


according to their rules. And the ſaid Committee are 
appointed to examine the accounts of the diſtribution 
of the Royal Bdunty, and lay the ſame before the Lords 


Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's; Treaſury, or the Barons 
of. His Majeſty's. Court of Exchequer, and to report 


"Md « eta d 2 Fad { Snf4a. art... e iS At g- + E ; 
their diligence to the General Aſſembly, to. whom they 


are to be accountable: And ft. 9 agreed; That no per- 


ſon once employed and inſert in the ſcheme, ſball be 
ſtruck out thereof for, that year, but by the quorum of 
at leaſt, fourteen, whereof nine to be Miniſters ; and in 
caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt any of them 
on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined the firft ordi- 
nary meeting that the ſame is offered, but it ſhall lie on 
the table till another meeting; and in the mean time, 
the perſon complained of, and the Preſbytery of the 


bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquainted of ſuch. 


complaint, and thoſe concerned be required to ſend to 
the ſaid Committee a juſt account of the matter againſt 
the next meeting. And it is further appointed, That 
after the yearly. ſcheme of Miſſionaries on the Royal 


Bounty is fettled in manner above directed, and notice 


z 2 g 
thereof given by letters to the Preſpyteries concerned, 
ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the ſaid * 
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their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt, with their 
Commiſſioners-to the General Aſſembly, af. the lame be 
not done ſooner ; and that the Committee, at their firſt 
meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeayour to 
complete the next year's ſcheme themſelves; and if 
they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a ſub- commit. 
tee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to lay 
their 1 thereof: before "3 e aaa 
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tee, at 1 63:4 firſt wa: ur nile to CR. Any: petition 3 4 
new ſtation, in cale they {halt find:;fufficient objections 
againſt it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making g up 
the ſcheme of ansrica kee. do not exceed The fun 
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user, June 3. 1799- Sen alt, 


g Parodi. Atos tog addreſſed by the G- 
NERAHI ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF Scor- 
LAND, met at Edinburgh, May 23. 1799, to 
all the PEOPLE under their Charge. 0 
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== well know that it Has been Proßbelel r Schipir. 
that in tbe laft days perilous times were'to come, when many 
Falſe teachers ſhould ariſe, ' {coffers vi after their own luſli, 
and when men ſhould turn away their ears from the trutb. he 
prophecy has been brought to our recollection by the 'ſubjcas, 
which, in the courſe of the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, have-come 
under our review. We have contemplated, with devout reve- 
rence, events in the conduct of the Divine Government, which 
appear to us to be a fulfilment of this prophecy ; and, from a 
ſenſe of the dangers to which you are expoſed by thoſe events, 
we feel ourſelves bound in duty, and engaged by affection, to 
iſſue this fatherly admonition, which your Miniſters, in the name 
and by authority of the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, will read to you from their Pulpits. 

It is too well known, that, in a neighbouring. Country, an evil 


and pernicious ſpirit has ariſeh, which, like a peſtilential _— 
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care amongſt Mt ranks of men in this land. 
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has ſpread its malignant influence over ſeveral ſurrounding 


states. The unhappy Nation of the French, not content with 


having firſt ſlaughtered their Sovereign, and overturned their own 
Government; not content with endeavouring, by acts of violence, 


to ſubvert the eſtabliſt,ed Governments of other Nations, and to 
introduce amongſt: them their own principles of rebellion and 


anarchy, have alſo impiouſly attempted to wage open war 
againſt the Chriſtian faith, They have ſhut up their Churches, 
ſtudied to abpliſh the memory of the Logy's day, declared the 
belief of 4 ſtate to be an empty dream; and by their 
emiſſaries, and their numerous publications, have ſought to 
ſpread every where abroad their atheiſtical tenets, and to render 
every Nation dillatisfied with their own Rulers, and with their 
3, * * - i 


with lies, which has wrote 
kind, Liſten not to any in 


vert YOu, from tlie ſound: and good principles. you Carty, im- 


» 


every man under his own vine, and his own fig-tree, enjoying. 


with ſafety the fruit of his labour under the, Protection of Jaws, 


of being captivated by that empty ſqupd gf, Liberty, which 
proxed to be only another name, for anareby of tyranny, let ae 


tor true Religion ever 1 


rovidence has; blefſed us.. 
hile we are affaulted by 


inuations from, thoſe, Who Teek, to per- 


with, Loyalty. to that 
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call: erecting in ſeveral places Sunday ſchools without any coun. 
tenance from the Preſbytery of the bounds, the Miniſter or Heri. 
tors of the Pariſh : committing in thoſe Schools the religious 
inſtruction of youth to ignorant perſons altogether unfit for ſuch 
an important charge, who preſume not ouly to catechiſe, but al. 
fo to expound the Scriptures ; or to perſons notoriouſly diſaf. 
fected to the Civil Conftitution of the country: and connec. 
ing thoſe ſchools with certain ſecret meetings, in which, as we 
are informed, every perſon is bound not to ſpread abroad any 
thing that is ſaid or done in the meeting, to the prejudice of any 
of the members; into which ns perſon is admitted without the 
conſent of the whole of the members; and which' keep a corre- 
ſpondence with other ſocieties in the neighbourhood. You ſee 
the men, who by themſelves, or their aſſociates, conduct thoſe 
Sunday ſchools and ſecret meetings, bringing together aſſemblies 
of people in the fields, or in places not intended for public 
worſhip; where, pouring forth their looſe harangues, they fre. 

quently take the liberty of cenſuring the doctrine, or the cha. 


racer of the Miniſter of the pariſh ;. ſtudying to alienate the 
affections of the people from their own Paſtors; and engaging 
them to join this new Sect, as if they alone were poſſeſſed of 
ſome ſecret and novel method of bringing men to heaven. 
Hitherto, Brethren, you have regarded a regular ſtanding Mi- 
niftry as a divine inſtitution. You have been taught, that the 
Loxo JEsus CnRIisr himſelf did not act in a public character, 
without producing and proving a heavenly commiſſion ; that the 
extraordinary endowments which heconferred upon his Apoſtles, 
wete their warrant for appearing as the Preachers of his Reli- 
gien; and that the evident conneftion between thoſe enden. 
ments and the appointment of the firſt Miniſters of the Word, is 
| a direckion to Chriſtians in all ſucceeding ages, to conſider the 
it office of Public Teachers as a Divine Ordinance, the exerciſe of 
which requires talents correſpontling to the importance and dif- 
Seulty of the charge. You Khon that the Church of Scotland, 
in conformity to theſe principles,. preſcribes à long courſe of 
education to thoſe who are triined for the holy Miniſtty ; and, 


* 


in otder to prevent the mifapplication of literary ſtudies and 
talents, requires from all whom fhe licenſes to preach the Goſpel, 
the moſt ſolemn engagements,-that*they will-adbere to the Stan- 
dards which ſhe has publiſhed of. her Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 
1 pline, and Government. But all this care and ſolicitude concern- 
| ing the Miniſtry of the Word; which we and our fathers learned 
| E from Scripture,” is now ridiculed as unneceſſary. The men who 
| aſſume the character of Miſſionaries, declare that Every Man has 


iff a right to preach the Goſpel; and they are now traverſing the 
4, whole Country as Evangeliſts, without any fort of authority, 
5 without giving any public pledge for the ſoundneſs of their 
i Faith, or the correctneſs of their Morals, and without. thoſe ad- 
3 vantages of regular education, and of preparatory ' knowledge, 
1 which, under every form of a Chriſtian Church, ever ſince the 
90 age of miraculous gifts, have been held as indiſpenſably necel- 
5 fary for the uſeful and ſucceſsful diſcharge of a Goſpel Minifiry. 
4 We wiſh to judge charitably of all men. We are willing to 
1 hope, that amongſt theſe Miſſionaries, there are ſeveral 
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well-meaning people, who have been led aſtray by men more 
artful and deſigning than themſelves. But it is impoſſible not to 

erceive, that the whole ſcheme, and the manner in which it is 
conducted, diſcover more of a ſpirit of ambition and vanity, and 


of a deſire to claim a lordly dominion over your faith, than of 


the ſpirit of the Golpel, which is a meek, an humble, and a peace- 
able ſpirit, and a ſpirit of order, not of confuſion : And what- 
ever may be the intentions of ſome who have engaged in this 


ſcheme, the manifeſt tendency of their proceedings, is to foſter _ 


the violence of a blind intemperate zeal ; to unſettle the minds 
of many; to throw their principles looſe, by diſtracting them: 


with novelties, and to make them become like clouds without 


water, carried about of winds. 
Yoy may have been led by curioſity, to liſten for a little to 
what theſe ſtrange and ſelf-authoriſed Teachers of Religion 


have to ſay. But that any of you will give them Jaſting coun- 


tenance, or adhere' to them as guides, forſaking, upon that ac- 
count, the Eſtabliſned Church, in whoſe principles you were 
baptiſed, and under whoſe wings you have been bred up, we 


are perſuaded better things of you, than to believe or ſuſpect. 


For, is it to be imagined, that any well-diſpoſed and ſober- 
minded Chriſtians, could think of deſerting thoſe houſes of Gop, 
in which their fathers have ſo. often worſhipped, and which 
have ſo often reſounded with. their own ſongs of praiſe, in or- 
der to follow up and down a ſect of men, whom you know not 


whence they be? Is not the Church of Scotland, which has been 


diſtinguiſhed by the teſtimony of many generations, for the pu- 


rity of its doctrines, and the character of its Miniſters, worthy of 


vour moſt ſteady and zealous attachment ; that Church, in de- 


tence of which your forefathers fought and bled, and which has 


produced ſo many Confeſſors and Martyrs in the cauſe of our 


common Faith? Much reaſon there to ſuſpect, that thoſe who 


openly profeſs their enmity to our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, 
are no friends to our Civil Conſtitution ; and that the name of 
Liberty is abuſed by them, as it has been by others, into a co- 


ver for ſecret Democracy, and Anarchy. Perſevere, therefore, . 
in thoſe principles in which you have been bred, and which you 


have hitherto honourably manifeſted. Beware, beloved Bre- 
thren, of all who would ſhake your attachment to the Eftabliſh- 
ed Church of Scotland. By diligently improving thoſe ſtated 


means of inſtruction which ſhe provides for you, and always 
conſulting the ſacred Scriptures as your ſupreme rule, the path 
ok duty will be clearly pointed out to you. But thoſe, who 


heap to themſelves teachers, having itching ears, thoſe who are 
continually ſeeking new guides, wander into many unknown 
paths, which lead them into dangerous ſnares and errors. 

In theſe giddy times, when the love of innovation ſo much 
prevails, and when the ſpirit of innovation has broken forth in 
to many forms; liſten to the words of truth and ſoberneſs. WE 


ſpeak as to wiſe men ; judge ye what we ſay. Recollect the coun” | 


ſels and the practice of your fathers : Reco!le& your own ex- 
perience of inſtruction and edification, under a well educated 


and regularly ordained Miniſtry. Stand, Brethren, in the ways, 


and ſee, and aſt for the old paths, where is the good way, m 
| N | d 
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walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls And may Gon 
enlighten and fortify your minds by his good Spirit, and, amidſt 
all dangers, enable you to behave yourſelves wiſely in a perfea 
way / | 


Subſcribed, in name of the Aſſembly, by 
WILLIAM Moobix, D. D. Moderator. 
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XII. 
Report concerning Vagrant Teachers 
and Sunday Schools. 


Edinburgh, Monday, June 3. 1799. S/. uit. 


The General Aſſembly, upon conſidering that part of an Over 
ture from the Synod of Aberdeen, which reſpects Vagrant 
Teachers and Sunday Schools, having directed a Committee of 
their number, to inquire into the exiſting Laws, which place 
Schoolmaſters and Teachers of Youth under the inſpection and 
controul of the Eſtabliſped Church; and to report to the 
Aſſembly a flatement of thoſe Laws, together with their 
Opinion concerning the moſt efectual Method of preventing 
unqualified perſons from being employed in the important of- 

 fice of inſtructing Youth : The Committee accordingly gave 
in their Report this day; and the ſame being read and con- 
ſidered, was unanimouſly approved of, and adopted by the. 
Aſſembly ;—of which Report the tenor follows : 


OUR Committee do not judge it neceſſary to enter 
into a minute detail of the more ancient Laws, 
with reſpect to the Power of the Church over all Schools 
and Teachers of Youth. The General Aſſembly of this 

Church, as early as the year 1565, claimed it as their 
right, That none ſhould be permitted to teach publicly, 
or privately, but ſuch as were tried by the Superintend- 
ants, or Viſitors of the Kirk, and found qualified. This 
claim was confirmed by an act of Parliament, which was 
Paſſed in the year 1567, in the following words:“ For- 

i _ «. aſ{meikleas, 
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« aſmeikleas, be all laws and conſtitutionis, it is pro- 
« yided, That the Zouth be brocht up and inſtructed in 
« the fear of Gon, and gude manneris ; and gif it be 
« utherwiſe, it is tinſel baith of their bodies and ſaules, 
„gif God's Word be not ruted in them: Quheirfore, 
« our Soveraign Lorde, with advice of my Lorde Re- 
„ gent, and the Three Eſtates of this preſent Parlia- 
ment, has ſtatute and ordained, That all Schules to 
„Burgh and Land, and all Univerſities and Colledges, 
N « be reformed ; and that nane be permitted nor admit- 
ted to have charge and cure thereof in time coming, 
nor to inſtruct the Zouth privatelie or openlie, bot 


« fic as {all betryed be the ſuperintendentes or viſitouris 
« of the Kirk.“ = . | 


| After the abolition of the office of Superintendant, in 
the General Aſſembly, held in the month of April 1581, 
certain articles were remitted by the Synod of Lothian 
to that General Aſſembly; the fifth of which is, © That 
« the Trial and Admiſſion of all Maſters of Schools be 
« now committed to the Preſbyteries.*”” The act 1565, 
already noticed, is ratified and confirmed by the act 
1581; and this act 1581, is again confirmed by the act 
1592, which is the. Great Charter of the Church, and 
which is confirmed by the act of Security 1707, C. 6. 
and thereby declared to be an eſſential and fundamental 
article in the Treaty of Unron, into which it is accord- 
ingly engroſſed; ſo that the ſuperintending power of the 
Church, over all Schoolmaſters and Teachers of Youth, 
js clearly eſtabliſhed by the moſt ſolemn acts of the Le- 
Ziflature, and even by the Treaty of Union itſelf. 


2!ͤĩöÜ—öꝛ XT 


oe 


It is well known that the Church has been in the con- 
ſtant exerciſe of thoſe powers, by viſiting and examin- 
ing Schools, and taking. cognizance of, the ſufficiency 
and qualifications of Teachers. Sce the Acts of Aﬀem- 
bly 1638, 1642, 1649, 1699. | 


a5 


yu 


When Epiſcopacy was re-eſtabliſhed, on the Reſtora- 
tion of Charles II. an Act was palled, 1662, c. 4. by 
which it js, inter alia, enacted, © That none be permitted, 
| * hereafter, to preach in public, or in families, within 
: any dioceſe, or to teach any public School, or to be 
. © Pedagogues to the Children of perſons of quality, 
without the licence of the Ordinary of the diocele.” 
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Soon after the Revolution, the act 1693, c. 22. Was 
paſſed, which declares: ** That all Schoolmaſters, and 


* Teachers of Youth in ſchools, are, and ſhall be lyable 


* to the tryal, judgment and cenſure of the Preſby- 
* teries of the bounds, for their ſufficiency, qualifica. 
tions and deportment in the ſaid office.” This a js 
declaratory of a right, which conſtitutionally belongs to 


the Church; and accordingly, the various Preſbyteries 


of the Church have been in uſe of exerciſing that Power 

not merely with regard to Parochial Schoolmaſters, but 
to Teachers of Youth of all denominations and deſcrip. 
tions. And the General Aſſembly 1700, appoints all 
Preſbyteries to take ſpecial, particular and exact notice 


of all Schoolmaſters, Chaplains, Governors and Peda. 


gogues of Youth, within their reſpective bounds. 


By the Act 1707, c. 6. which is declared a fundamen. 
zal and eſſential condition of the Union, it is provided, 
That no Profeſſors, &c. or others bearing office in any 
«© Univerſity or /choot within Scotland, be capable or be 
© admitted, or allowed to continue in the exerciſe of 
* their functions, but ſuch as ſhall own and acknowledge 
% the Civil Government, and ſhall {ſubſcribe the Con- 
<« feſſion of Faith; and that they will conform themſelves 
* to the Worſhip in uſe in this Church; and ſubmit them- 
* ſelves to the Government and Diſcipline thereof, and 
* never endeavour the prejudice or ſubverſion of the 
*« ſame, and that before the reſpective Preſbyteries of 
% their bounds, by whatſoever Gift, Preſentation or Pro- 
„ yiſion they may be thereto provided.“ | 


By the Act 19th Geo. II. c. 39. ſet. 21. it is enacted, 
* That it ſhall not be lawful for any perſon in Scotland 
© to keep a private School, or to officiate as Maſter or 
« Teacher in any School, until the fituation and deſcrip- 
tion of ſuch School is regiſtered, together with a Cer- 
e tificate of the Teacher being properly qualified ac- 
* cording to Law, by taking the Oaths to Government; 
and any perſon who acts without ſuch Regiſter and 


* Certificate, ſhall, for the firſt offence ſuffer fix months 


„ impriſonment ; and for any ſubſequent offence, upon 
„ the conviction before the Court of Juſticiary or Cir 
e cuit, ſhall be tranſported for life.“ Severe penalties 
are alſo impoſed upon any Parent or Guardian, &c. who 
ſhall employ any ſuch unqualified Teacher : The ſame 


Act alſo requires, That Chaplains in Families, aud Go- 
; | vernors 
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vernors, Tutors and Teachers of Children, ſhall take 
the Oaths to Government; and Sheriffs, &c. are requir- 
ed from time to time, to make diligent inquiry concern- 
ing any offences that ſhall be committed againſt this 


Act, and to cauſe the ſame to be proſecuted, for the firſt 
offence, before themſelves; and in caſe of any ſubſe- 

nent offence, to give notice of the ſame to his Ma- 
jeſty's Advocate, who is required to proſecute the ſame 
before the Court of Juſticiary, or Circuit Courts. 


Schools in the Univerſities, and in Royal Burghs, are 


| excepted ; alſo Parochial Schools, and thoſe eſtabliſhed 


by the Society for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and by the General Aſſembly, or Committees thereof. 


To this Statement of the Laws, the Committee beg 
leave to ſubjoin their opinion: — That the General Af 
ſembly ſhall enjoin all Preſbyteries of this Church to be 
diligent in exerciſing thoſe powers which the Laws of 
the Land, and of the Church, have committed to them, 
with reſpect to the education of Youth within their 
bounds, and particularly to call before them all Teach- 
ers of Youth, whether in Parochial Schools, or Schools 
of another deſcription, and to take trial of their ſuffi- 
ciency and qualifications in'thoſe branches of education 


which they profeſs to teach. And that the Aſſembly 


ſhall recommend to the Procurator of the Church to 
give his advice and aſliſtance to all Preſbyteries of the 


Church relative to this matter; and authoriſe him to 
carry on, at the Public Expence, ſuch proceſſes as may 
appear to be neceſſary for enforcing the ſentences, or aſ- 
certaining the powers, of the Judicatories of the Church 


relative to Schools; and that the Aſſembly ſhall requeſt 
his Majeſty's Advocate and Solicitor-General to concur 
with the Procurator, in ſupporting the juriſdiction of the 


Church. And farther, That the General Aſſembly ſhall 


enjoin all the Preſbyteries of this Church, to report to 


the next Aſſembly a liſt of all the Schools within their 
| bounds, ſpecifying what is taught in each School; whe- 
ther the Schools be held on the LorD's day, or on other 
days of the week; in what. way the Schoolmaſters are 
ſupported or maintained; whether they act for them 


ſelves, or are employed by or under the direction of 


others; what number of Scholars attend each School at 


the time of making the Report; and in general, what- 
ever elſe ſhall appear to the Preſbytery of importance 


reſpecting the Schools within their bounds. . 
MN 5 XIII. 
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XIII. 


Act appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. 


Edinburgb, 3d June 1799. Se. ult. | 
HE next GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this National 
Church is appointed to be held within the New 
Church Ayle of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 22d day 
of May 1800. 
Extracted from he Records of the General Aſſembly id 


ANDREW DALZEL, Cl. Eccl. Scot. 
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TABLE of the Printed Acts of the 


General Aſtembly, held in the Year 
1799. 
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21 E King's Commiſſt ion to Davm, Earl of 


LEvEN and MELVILL, produced, and or- 
dered to be recorded, = ; 


The King's moſt gracious Letter to the General 
Aſſembly, preſented to them by His MA 8 
Commiſſioner, 


The General Aſſembly's An wer to the King's 
moſt gracions Letter, 


Addreſs to His Majefly on the Project Situation 
of Public Affairs, 


Declaratory Act reſpecting unqualified Miniſters 


and Preachers, 


Overture reſpecting the attendance of Students on 
the Divinity Hall, 


Overture reſpecting the Courſe of Unverſity Edu- 
cation to be obſerved by Students, previous to 
their entering the Divinity Hall, 


deere reſpecting the Licenſing of Probation- 


ers, 


Commiſ on of the General A/Jembly to certain Mi— 
nifters and Ruling Elders, for diſcuſſing af- 
fairs referred to them, 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling Elders, 
for the Reformation of the Highlands and 
Ilands of Scotland, and for managing His 
Majejty" s Royal Bounty for that End, 


Paſtoral Admonition, addreſſed by be General 
Aſſembly to all the People under their Charge, 


Report concerning Vagrant 7. eachers and Sun- 
day Schools, 8 


XIII. Act appointing the Diet 1 next General Aſjem- 
20. 
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ABRIDGMENT 


ACTINGS and PROCEEDINGS of the. n a | 
ASSEMBLY: of the Cuurcu of SCOTLAND, held at 
Edinburgh in the Year 1799, which are not printed . 
at full Nane 


1 Thurſday, May 23. 1799. Sehe r 1. f 


| PA Sermon by the NW e Dr Wirt TayLo, Mi- 
niſter of the High Church of Glaſgow, Moderator of the 
laſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling Elders con- 


vened in the, Aſſembly-houſe in the uſual manner : And after- 


Prayer by the ſaid Dr William Taylor, the Reverend Dr 
WIILTAM Moopre, one of the Miniſters of the City, and 
Profeſſor of Hebrew in the Univerſity, of Edinburgh, being 
unanimouſly choſen Moderator, he, at the Aſſembly' 8 defire, 


took the chair. 


The General Aſſembly being thus conſtituted, the King's Com- 


miſſion to the Right Honourable Davin, Earl of Leven and 
MELVILL, to repreſent his Majeſty” 8 Royal Perſom was read, 


and ordered to be recorded. 
The KIxG's moſt gracious Letter to this ANGER read, and 


ordered to be recorded. 
The Commiss10NER'S ſpeech at opening the Aſſembly, and the 


MoptrarToR's ſpeech in return thereto. 


-See Printed 
Acts, No. I. 


And No. II. 


His MajzsTY's Royal Warrant for L. ooo Sterling, for Re- 
formation of the Highlands, &c. was given in to the Aſ- 


ſembly, ordered. to be recorded, and thereafter delivered to the 


Procurator. 
A Committee named for anſwering the King 8 moſt gracious 


Letter. 


An humble and 16 Addreſs to. His Majeſty, on the preſent 


ſituation of Public Affairs, unanimouſly agreed to, and the 
ſame Committee appointed to prepare a Draught thereof. 

A Committee named for reviſing the Commiſſions to the Mem- 
bers of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the diets there- 
of, naming Miniſters to Preach before his Grace the Com- 
miſſioner, and receiving Lifts of Probationers in the ſeveral 

Preſpyteries, in order to their being recorded. 
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A Committee for Qvertures named. 
A Committee for Bills, References and Appeals named. 


Adjournment. 
Friday, May 24. 1999. Se. 2. 
Sederunt. | 


New Commiſſions produced. 


A Diet ſpent in Prayer. 
Act VII. of the Aﬀembly 1418, for the better diſpatch of the 


buſineſs of the Aſſembly, read, and the obſervation thereof 
enjoined, 
Miniſters named to Preach before his Grace the Commillioner, 
The Committee for reviſing Commiſſions appointed tb meet. 
The Committees for n Bills e meet. 


; 


Adjournment... 6 134 Y-0 


Saturday, May 25. SEES ber 3. 

Sederunt. 

A meſlage to the Aſfembly from the Lord High Commiſſioner, 
was delivered by the Moderator, mentioning his Grace's in- 
diſpoſition, and regreting that he could not appear this gay | in 
the aw BY | By | Y 1 


New Commiſſions produced. 
12 0. of the Committee for Overtures given. in and dead, 


ge Printed 
4 Ne. III. 
tor and Clerk's were appoin ed to wait on 1 Lord Cormni 


No. IV. The 2 of an Addreſs. to his „ Nasen, on hi refcie'f Mig 
tion of Public Affairs, was, brought in, and approved; and 
the Moderator and Clerk Were appointed: to requett his Grace 
the Lord Commiſtioner, in name of the Aﬀembly, to tranſmit 
ſaid Addreſs to his Majeſty, along with the Anſwer to Hs 


Majeſty's Letter. 
The Roll of Cautes tranſmitted. by the Committee of Bills (ras 


called for, produced and read. 


Cauſes fixed for Monday. _ . 
The Aſſembly agreed to conſider on Wedheltay t the 95 


and Appeal of ſome Members of the Preſbytery of Stirling : a 
gainſt a Sentence of the ſaid Preſbytery, accepting of tlie relig- 
nationof Mr William Innes, Miniſter of the Second Charge of 
Stirling? ; and in the mean time ordained; that the ſaid Mr Wil⸗ 

_ Ham Innes be ſummoned to appear before the Aſſembly upor 
Wedneſday next at II o'clock forenoon, in the New Church 
Ay le, in order to anſwer for his conduct. in giving up bis Mini- 
ſterial charge at Stirling; and appointed their Clerk to iffue out 
an order to one of their officers for this, purpoſe, who fhall de. 


liver the ſummons to the faid Mr William Innes perſonal ly, 


or at his dwelling-houſe, und mall return a written execution 


a thereon. „5 1 5 
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Committee named to W the Actin s an 

Sic Commiſſion of laſt General Afembly. WES een th ok 

A Committee named to reviſe the- Actings. and: Proceedings of 
the Committee appointed by laſt Aſſembly, for managing. the 
Royal Bounty for. Reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands. 

A Committee named to audite the: Accounts of the Procurator 
__ ALGER he? rag and other public, accounts, con- 
ſider the Nate of the urch's publi 
Overtures about the ſame. _ pa oak TOY OY 1 are 

The Committee for Overtures Was appointed to meet — even- 
ing, and empowered to receive from the ſeveral Members any 
inſtructions given to them by the reſpective Synods or Preſby- 
teries, claſs the matters therein contained, and Prepare Over- | 
tures thereon to the Afﬀſembly; ; and to receive and conſider 
any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate of the 
Church in the North Highlands, particularly concerning the 
growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, ke for 


preventing and ſuppreſſing thereof. oy 
The Committee-for: Bills was appointed to meet. 6 5 Fs : 
Aae, e 
NS en 2 10 f Monday, May 27. 1799. Se. 4. 
Sederunt. N 


The Moderator: announced from the chair, that the Lord High 
Commiſſioner, though greatly; better, Was not yet Tuſlcjently 
recovered. to anpear this, day. in che Alembly, ee 

New Commiſſions produced. n.. + rp 

Report-of tlie Committee for . given in. we) read. 3 

It was objected to the Commiſſigi from, the. Burgh, of Renfrew, 
That it wants the atteſtations of both the Eairk- -ſeflic on, and 
Preſbytery. lie Aſſembly; approved of. the Report of the. 


Committee, and ſuſtained, the, objection. . 


4 


The, teveral Overtupe — mak 1 ii to lie on the table. 55 


Sod Books called! "BI ids % %% toes 
A Complaint and Abena Mr Daniel Rose. Miniſter of Ding- 
wall, againſt Mr James Dallas, Miniſter of. Contin, heard : 
A motion was:made and. ſeconded, That the Aſſembly lem 
thut part of the Sentence of the Synod of Roſs, which reverſes 
the judgment of the Preſbytery of- Dingwall inflicting a Rebuke 
upon Mr Dallas: Reverſe that part of the ſaid Sentence of the 
Synod; whieti;reverles:the,part of. the judgment. of the Preſpy- 
tery, appointing him to be ready to report his exact obſer- 
vance of the injunctions laid on him to the next Meeting of 
the Pretbytery ; Approve of the conduct of the Preſbytery of 
Dingwall in the inſtructions which they gave upon the 5th 
of December laſt to the kirk-ſeflion of Contin, with reſpect 
to judicially interrogating 'Fhomas Stewart and John Mac- 
ver, inhabitants of the pariſh of Contin, whether they had 


given tokens in an irregular manner to Donald Munro, 14 
8 


we 
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Reid, Hector Mackenzie, and Iſobel Mackay, inhabitants 
the Pariſh of Dingwall: Remit to the Preſbytery of Ding. 
wall to proceed in this matter as they judge for edification: 
And further, That the Aſſembly appoint their Clerk to tran. 
mit an extract of this Sentence to the Moderator of the Sy. 
nod of Roſs, with an injunction to inſert the fame into the 
record of the Synod. And another motion was made and fe. 
conded, That the Aﬀembly affirm the Sentence of the Synod 
of Rols, in ſo far as relates to the. cenſure of rebuking Mr 
Dallas, and remit the cauſe to the Kirk-ſeſſion of Contin to 
proceed in the mveftigation of the conduct of Thomas Stew- 
art and John Maciver, according to the rules of the Church. 
The Aflembly agreed to this ſtate of the vote it or ſecond 
motion : And the-Roll being called and votes marked, it car- 
ried irt motion. The Aſſembly therefore adopted the firſt 
motion as their judgment. n. 

The confideration of the Chapel of Eaſe at New Pitſligo de- 
layed till to-morrow, after the Overture. 

The Committees for Overtures and Bills appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. | r 


Tusſiay, May 28. 1799. Sef. 5. 


Sederunt. 


The Moderator from the chair informed the Aſſembly, That the 


See Printed 
Acts, No. V. 


Lord High Commiſſioner continues to recover from his indiſ- 
poſition, and hopes ſoon to appear in perſon in the Aſſembly. 
A New Commiſſion produceeeee. 
Report of the Committee for Overtures given in, and read. 
Report of the Committee for Bills given in, and read. 5 
Diets fixed for hearing cauſes. © . FRE 
The Aſſembly proceeded to conſider the Overtures relating to 
unqualified Miniſters and Preachers; and after reaſoning at 
ſome length upon the ſubject of theſe Overtures, a Declara- 
tory Act was adopted; and the Aſſembly ordained their Clerk 
to tranſmit a copy of the AR, ſeparately printed, to the Mo- 
derators of all the Preſpyteries of this Church, with an in- 
junction to cauſe the ſame to be engrofſed into the Records 
of their reſpective Preſbyteries.  _ | 
The Aſſembly having conſidered a Petition to the Preſbytery of 
Deer for Sir William Forbes of Pitſligo, Baronet, craving to 
have a Chapel of Eaſe erected at New Pitſſigo, in the Pariſh 
of Tyrie; and being aſſured from the Report of the ſaid 
Preſbytery thereupon, that the erection of the ſaid Chapel 
was agreeable to all concerned, unanimouſly agreed to erect 
the ſaid Chapel of Eaſe, under certain regulations. 
Adjournment. | | 8 | 
Wedneſday, May 29. 1799. Self. 6. 


Sederunt. | 


The Moderator informed the Afembly, That the Lord High 


Commiſſioner is gradually recovering from his indiſpoſition, 
— | | though 


f 
- 
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A 


chough not yet able, without danger to his health, to appear 
in = Aſſembly. | , 2 
A New Commiſſion produced. | 

The Committee on Public Accounts appointed to meet. | 
The Aſſembly proceeded to hear a reference by the Synod of 


Lothian and Tweeddale, relative to the Reſignation of Mr 


Greville Ewing, Miniſter of Lady Glenorchy's Chapel, of his 

Character as a Miniſter of this Church : And having delibe- 

rated upon the fame, and conſidering that Mr Greville Ew- 

ing's Reſignation of his Character of a Miniſter of this Church, 

has been accepted by the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, unani- 

mouſly find and declare, That Mr Greville Ewing is no longer 
a Minifter 1n this Church, and that he is incapable of recei- 
ving or accepting of a Preſentation or Call to any Pariſh or 
Chapel of Eaſe in this Church, without the ſpecial allowance 
of ſome future General Aſſembly; and the Aſſembly prohi- 
bit all the Miniſters of this Church from employing him to 
Preach or perform any Miniſterial offices for them, or from 
being employed by him, unleſs ſome future Aſſembly ſhall ſee 
cauſe to take off this prohibition. 

The Aſſembly, agreeable to the reſolution of Saturday laſt, pro- 
ceeded to hear the Complaint and Appeal of ſome Members 
of the Preſbytery of Stirling, againſt a Sentence of the ſaid 
Preſbytery, accepting of the Reſignation of Mr William In- 
nes, as Miniſter of the Second Charge of Stirling. And the 
execution of citation againſt Mr Innes being called for, was 
produced and read, bearing, That a copy of citation had been 
left for the ſaid Mr Innes within his dwelling-houſe, in Stir- 
ling, in the hands of ſervants, to be given to him, as the offi- 
cer could not apprehend him perſonally. Parties being heard, 
after reaſoning, a motion was made and ſeconded, That the 
Aſſembly approve of the conduct of Dr Robert Moodie and 


Mr Robert Knox, in bringing the Sentence of the Preſbytery 


of Stirling, by Complaint, under the review of the General 


Aſſembly : Find, That after it had been alleged by the com- 


plainers, that ſuch ſchiſmgtical and diviſive practices had been 
purſued by Mr Innes, as, if they had been eſtabliſhed by 
proof, would have inferred the higheſt cenſures of the Church, 
it was not competent for the Preſbytery or. Synod to accept, 
/impliciter, of his reſignation of the Second Charge of Stir- 
ling; and find, That the Preſbytery acted contrary to the 
act 1739, concerning Miniſters who have ſeceded from the 


Church, and that their conduct was highly reprehenſible; but. 


the General Aﬀembly being informed by Mr Robert Balfour, 
Miniſter of Glaſgow, and Mr John Campbell, Miniſter of 
Kippen, members of this Aſſembly, that from perſonal and 


confidential communications, which they repeatedly had with 


Mr Innes, in which they endeavoured to diſſuade him from 
executing his reſolution, they know, that however defective 


his letter of reſignation is, it was, and now 1s, his intention, we 
| | that 


i 
F 
{ 
i 
: 


— E6ꝙ6o„» „* ETA * * = 
7 ; IS I — D — 1 

— ad. ——— 

Mn EY ROT .; J 


” a — — LE —_ 
* — _— — — — — * * 
— 
— — . — * mY _—_—— D 


AB RTDGME NZ, 1799. 


that paper, to reſign his character as a Miniſter of this Church? 
Zuſtain this information as an explanation of the letter given 
in by Mr Innes to the Preſbytery of Stirling; and do accord. 
ingly find, That Mr William Innes is no longer a Miniſter ot 
this Church, and that he is not capable of receiving or ac. 
cepting of a Preſentation or Call to any Pariſh or Chapel of 
Eaſe in this Church, without the ſpecial allowance of ſome fi. 
ture General Aſſembly: And the Afembly do hereby pro. 
hibit all the Miniſters of this Church. from employing him to 
preach, or perform any miniſterial offices for them, or from 
being employed by him, unleſs ſome future Aﬀembly ſhall fee 
caule to take off this prohibition. And after further reaſoning, 
another motion was made and ſeconded, That the Aſſembly 
approve of the conduct of Dr Robert Moodie and Mr Robert 
Knox, in bringing the Sentence of the Preſbytery of Stirling 
under the review of the General Aﬀembly : Reverſe the ſen. 
tence of the Preſbytery of Stirling, of which the Aſſembly 
difapproves, as highly irregular and reprehenſible, in accepting, 
fimpliciter, under the circumſtances of the cafe, of Mr Innes's 
relignation of his charge as Second Miniſter of Stirling: Or- 
dain Mr Innes to return to his charge on or before the firſt of 
July next; and remit to the Preſpytery of Stirling, at ſome 
meeting to be held in the ſaid Month of July, at which all 
the Minifters are ordained to attend; and upon Mr Innes's 
failure {o to do, to procecd according to the rules of the 
Church ; and to report their procedure to the meeting of the 
Commiſſion of this Aſſembly in Auguſt next. The Aſſembly 
agreed to the following {tate of the vote; jirjt or ſecond mo- 
tion; and the roll being called, and votes marked, it carried 
ſecond motion: Therefore the General Aſſembly adopted the 
ſecond motion as their judgment, and ordained accordingly. 
The Caute of the Chapel of Eaſe at Elgin delayed till to-mor— 
LOW, | | | | 
Upon a motion, the Committee of Bills appointed to meet. 
Adjournment. | 


Thurſday, May 30. 1799. Se. 7. 

Sederunt. | | | 

The Lord High Commiſſioner appeared this day in the Aſſem- 
bly, and in a gracious ſpeech from the throne, expreſſed his 

"regret for his abſence from ſome preceding meetings of the 

Aſſembly. "LI I 

To which the Moderator, in the Aſſembly's name, made a ſuit- 
able return, and congratulated his Grace on his recovery from 
his late indiſpoſition. 8 

New Commiſhons produced. 


The Report of the Committee of Bills given in and read. 


The Public Accounts produced, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Diets fixed for conſidering Overtures. x 
| | | 5 Reference 


ls "3 Ly 
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Reference from the Preſbytery of Elgin, ref; ecting a Chape 
Eaſe in the Burgh of Elgin, Wo The Aſſembly — 
to the Preſpytery of Elgin the petition preſented to them on 
the zoth of April 1799, that the Preſbytery may proceed 
therein at their next ordinary meeting, according to the ad 

of Aſſembly 1798, containing regulations reſpecting the erec- 
tion of Chapels of Eaſe: And the Aſſembly authoriſed their 
Commiſſion, in Auguſt next, or any future Commiſſion, to re- 
ceive any Report which the Preſbytery may make, or any 
Appeal that may be taken in this caſe, and to determine there. 
in according to the rules of the Church. . 

An Appeal at the inſtance of Mr John Niviſon, Miniſter of Pen- 
pont, againſt a Sentence of the Preſpytery of Penpont, of 21ſt 
May 1799, finding a libel exhibited by the ſaid Prefbytery, 
againſt him, relevant, heard : The Aſſembly referred the Caſe 
to a ſpecial Committee, to report their opinion on Saturday. 

The Committee on Public Accounts appointed to meet. 

Adjournment, 


Friday, May 31. 1799. Seff. 8. 


 Sederunt, FR» 


The nt of the Committee on New Applications given in and 
read. | | 

A petition for Mr Bryce Little, Miniſter of Covington, remitted 
to the Procurator and Agent for the Church to give the peti- 

tioner their aſſiſtance in the proceſs therein mentioned. 

A petition for Mr Alexander Fraler, Miniſter of Toroſay, with 
the opinion of the Procurator, and report of the Committee 
thereupon, heard. The Aſſembly approved of ſaid Opinion 
and Report; and therefore, remitted to the Procurator and 
Agent for the Church, empowering them, at the public 
expence, to carry on any Proceſs in which the Miniſter of 
Toroſay may be engaged, relative to the deſignation of a 
glebe. 


＋ he Overtures from the Synods of Aberdeen, and Angus and 


Mearns, reſpecting Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, and 
reſpecting Irreligion and Anarchy, heard. The General Aſ- 
ſembly having deliberated on the ſubject of theſe Overtures ; 
upon a motion made, unanimouſly refolved, That a Paſtoral 
Admonition be addrefſed by the General Aﬀembly to the 
People of Scotland, warning them of the danger of encou- 
raging, or liſtening to the addreſſes of thoſe men, who, under 
the name of Miſſionary or Itinerant Preachers, from a Society 
ſtyling themſelves the Society for Propagating the Goſpel at 
Home, have, of late, been travelling over all the diſtricts 
within the bounds of this Church : And that a Committee 
be appointed to prepare this Admonition, and to report on 
Monday. That the fame Committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the exiſting laws which place ſchoolmaſters and 
teachers of youth under the inſpection and controul of the 


Eſtabliſhed Church, to report to the Aﬀembly on Monday a 
„„ | ſtatement. 
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ſtatement of thoſe laws, together with their opinion concern. 
ing the moſt effectual method of preventing unqualified per- 
ſons from being employed in the important office of inftryq. 


ing youth. | 


The Petition of the Parochial Schoolmaſters read, and referred 


to the above Committee. 
The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund eſtabliſned by Act of 


Parliament, for a proviſion to Miniſters widows, &c. contain. 
ing an account of their proceedings ſince laſt General Aſſem. 
bly, and a ſtate of the Fund under their management, given 
in, and ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow : And up- 

on a motion, the thanks of the houſe were given from the 
chair to Sir Henry Moncrieff-Wellwood, for his great tender. 
neſs, fidelity, attention and prudence, in the management of 
the Fund. 5 

The cauſe of Mr Henderſon of Dryſdale to be heard to- mor- 
row, if there is time. 3 8 „„ 

The Overtures from the Synods of Fife, and of Angus and 
Mearns, reſpecting the Widows Fund; and a Petition for the 
Preſbytery of Garioch, relative to the ſame ſubject, read. The 
Aſſembly agreed to hear Sir Henry Moncrieff, Collector of 
the Widows Fund, upon the Overtures and Petition: And 

then, after reaſoning, the Aſſembly did unanimouſly diſmiſs 
the ſame. | 

A Reference by the Preſbytery of Dundee relative to Elders 
ſubſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith ; and a Repreſentation by 
the Kirk- ſeſſion of Dundee, in vindication of their conduct, 
heard: The General Aſſembly find, That all the Elders of 
this Church are required, by the laws of the Church, to ſub— 


__ ſeribe the Confeflion of Faith approved by the General Al. 


4 
— 


ſembly of this Church, ratified by various Acts of Parliament, 
and by the Treaty of Union; that every perſon, who, after 
being ordained an Elder, refuſes, when judicially called to 
ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, in preſence of the proper 
court, is diſqualified, by that refuſal, from taking any part in 
the government of this Church; that the Minifter of Dundee, 
who was appointed by the Kirk. ſeſſion of Dundee to perform, 
on the gth of September laſt, the office of ordaining the El- 
ders, for whom an edict had been ſerved, acted moit unwar- 
rantably and unconſtitutionally, in preſuming to put to theſe 
perſons, before their Ordination, queſtions different from thoſe 
which are implied in the formula 1694, and by no means ade- 
qꝗuate to the ſpirit of that formula: Ordain the Preſbytery of 
Dundee, at their next Ordinary Meeting, to ſummon this Mi- 
niſter to anſwer for his conduct reſpecting the election and or- 
dination of thoſe Elders; to report the reſult of their inveſti- 
gation to the next General Aſſembly ; and to ſummon the ſaid 
Miniſter to appear at the bar of next Aſſembly: Find, that the 
Kirk: ſeſſion of Dundee acted unwarrantably and unconſtitu- 


tionally in admitting ſeveral of the perſons ordained 1. 
| | | | 4 
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office of Elderſhip on the gth of September, to ſabſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, with a reſervation, and in declaring, by 
their minute inſerted in the ſubſcription- book, on the 8th of 
May, that the ſubſcriptions, with the reſervation, were adhi- 
bited with the unanimous confent of the Kirk-ſeflion, and 
that they did not think they had done any thing unconſtitu- 
tional: Ordain the Preſbytery, at their next ordinary meet- 
ing, to ſummon Mr David Davidſon, Moderator of the, Kirk- 
ſeflion, who ſubſcribed that minute in their name, to anſwer 
for his conduct in ſo doing; to report the reſult of their in- 
veſtigation to the next General Aſſembly; to keep the ſaid 
ſubſcription-book in ſafe preſervation, and to ſend it up to 
next Aſſembly, along with their Report; and to ſummon Mr 


Davidſon to appear at the bar of next Aſſembly: Approve of 


the conduct of the Preſhytery of Dundee, in referring this 
important matter to the General Aſſembly: Remit to the 
Preſbytery, at their next ordinary meeting, to ſummon all the 
Elders ordained on the gth of September, who have not al- 
ready ſubſcribed the Confeſſion of Faith, /impliciter, to ap- 


pear before them at their next meeting ; leave it to the Preſ- 


bytery to take ſuch ſteps as to them may appear proper, for 
_ preſerving that regard to the Standards of the Church, and 
that complete ſubordination” of inferior Judicatories to their 
ſuperiors, which are eſſential to the character of Preſbyterian 


Government: And the General Aſſembly ſpecially inſtruct 


the ſaid Preſbytery to inquire of the perſons ſummoned, as 
above mentioned, whether they are willing to ſubſcribe the 
Confeſſion of Faith, fimpliciter, in preſence of the Preſbytery, 
to judge from their anſwers, and from the temper of mind, 


which they diſcover, whether they ſhould be admitted fo to 
ſubſcribe ; and ordain the Preſbytery to iſſue their orders to 


the Kirk-ſeſſion (which the Kirk. ſeſſion are ordained peremp- 
torily to obey) to ſtrike off from their roll every one of the 
above named perſons, who does not produce to them a certi- 
ficate from the Preſbytery-clerk that he has ſubſcribed accord- 
ing; & : | | 

Agreed to take up the caſe of the Chapel of Eaſe at Anderſton 

firſt to-morrow. - | | 

The Committee for Overtures appointed to meet. 

Adjournment. e 12 5 


Saturday, June 1. 1799. Seff. 9. 
Felerunt. 8 
Upon Report of the Committee appointed to claſs Returns to 

Overtures, the Aſſembly ordered theſe Overtures to be re- 
tranſmitted, viz. Overture reſpecting the attendance of Stu- 


dents on the Divinity Hall; Overture reſpecting the Courſe Acts, No. VI. 


of Univerfity Education, &c. and Overture reſpecting the 
Licenſing of Probationers. RE 

Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, Advo- 

cate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering and diſcbar- 

1 & ging 


See Printed 
No. VII. 


No. VIII. 


See Printed 
Acts, No. IX. 


No. X. 
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ging him and his Cautioners of the Sum of L. 428: 2: 10. 
Sterling, diſburſed by him, and appointing, that he give. 8 | 
dit in his next account for the ſum of L. 117: 15: 3 : 
ling, being the balance due by him, 
Act approving of the account of Mr William Murray, Agent 
for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging him of the 
-ſum of L. 94: 19: 4 Sterling, diſburſed by him; and appoint. 
ing that he take credit in his next account for the ſum of L. ; 
48. 4d. being the balance due to him. x 
Act approving of the Account of Mr James Dickſon, printer 
for the Church, and ordering payment of the ſum of L. 10 
5 s. 4d. Sterling, being the amount thereof. i 
Act approving of the account of Stationary Articles, furniſhed 
to the Clerks by Mr Elphinſton Balfour, and ordering pay. 
ment of the ſum of L. 16: 2:7, being the amount there. 
of. n 
A petition for the Preſbytery of Garioch, read. The Aſſembly 
remitted the Proceſs therein mentioned to the Procurator and 
Agent for the Church, to be carried on at the public Expence. 
The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion Record called 
for; the Commiſſioners conduct approved of; thanks given 
to the Moderator of the Commiſſion, and their book ordered 
to be atteſted. NET 
The Report of the Committee for naming Members of the Com- 
miſſion of this Aſſembly, and preparing inſtructions to them, 
given in, and approved. The Aſſembly added thereto Dr 
James Finlay ſon, one of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, in place 
of the Moderator; and alſo from the Burgh of Renfrew, Mr 
John Connell, Advocate, whoſe commiſſion had been rejected 
by this Affembly, on account of informality. - | 
The Report of the Viſitors of the Royal Bounty Record given 
in, and read. The conduct of the Managers approved of, 
and their book ordered to be atteſted. : 1 5 
A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this year, 
with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 8 


1 Ster. 


Thoſe appointed to reviſe the Synod book of Lothian and 


Tweeddale, gave in ſome Remarks, which the Aſſembly or- 
dained to be tranſmitted to the clerk of Synod, to be laid be- 
fore their next meeting; and, in the mean time, ordered their 
book to be atteſted. | | ; 


The Synod book of Glenelg alto ordered to be atteſted. 


The Report of the Truſtees of the Fund eftabliſhed by Act of 
Parliament, for a Proviſion to Miniſters Widows, &c. again 
called for, and ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter 
kept for that purpoſe. | 


The Committee” on the Enzie Fund renewed, with the for- 


mer powers. 


A Report by the Preſbytery of Glaſgow, reſpecting a Chapel of 


Eaſe at Anderſton, heard: The General Aſſembly, in re. 
gard the ſaid Report is not ſtrictly conformable to the w 
| 1799, 
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1798, reſpecting the Erection of Chapels of Eaſe; remitted 
this cauſe to the ſaid Preſbytery, in order to have the fact af. 
certained, whether the Petitioners might. be accommodated in : : 
the new Pariſh Church, now building within the Barony Pa- | | 
riſh ; and upon its being aſcertained to the ſatisfaction of the N 
Preſbytery, that they cannot be fo accommodated, the Preſ. j 
bytery are authoriſed to grant ſuch a conſtitution as the AC. 7 
ſembly ſhall agree upon on Monday next, to which day the | ' 
farther conſideration of this matter was delayed. [ 
The Report of the Committee on the cauſe of Penpont, delay- 1 
ed till Monday. | | 
On a motion, the Comnuttee of Bills appointed to meet. : | 
Adjournment. | 


Monday, Fune 3. 1799. . Sefſe ult. 

Sederunt, 

Report of the Committee of Bills called for, given in, and read. 

A Petition for Mr John Scott, Miniſter of Avendale, read. The 

Aſſembly unanimouſly remit to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to carry on the Proceſs therein mentioned at the 
Public Expence. | 1 

Sir John Sinclair of Ulbſter, Baronet, appeared in his place, 
and preſented at the table, for the uſe of the Aſſembly, a com- 
plete ſet of the printed Statiſtical Account of the ſeveral Pa- 

riſhes of Scotland, handſomely bound in twenty-one volumes 
octavo, which work had been compoſed at his own requeſt, 
and under his inſpection, chiefly by the ſeveral Miniſters of 
this Church. Upon a motion made, the Moderator, in the 
Aſſembly's name, returned to Sir John Sinclair the Aﬀembly's 
warmeſt thanks, for the many inſtances of his polite attention 
to the Miniſters of this Church; for his zeal in ſetting on 
foot, and his unwearied perſeverance in bringing to an accom- 
pliſhment, this great work of the Statiſtical Account of Scot- 
land: And the Aſſembly gratefully accepted of the Honour- 
able Baronet's handſome Donation, of a complete Set of the 
ſaid moſt uſeful and meritorious work. And upon another 
motion made, it was unanimouſly agreed, 'That the Book 
ſhould be depoſited with the Records and Papers of this 
Church, under the care of the Clerks of Aſſembly. And 
the General Aſſembly, ſenſible of the importance and utility 
of this Work, and being of opinion, that a copy of the whole 
Book ſhould be purchaſed by every Pariſh within the King- 
dom, renewed the recommendation of laſt Aﬀembly to the 
Members of this Aſſembly, and to all the Miniſters of this 
Church, to conſult their different Pariſhes with regard to the 
moſt prudent and effectual means of obtaining this object. 

The Report of the Committee on the Cauſe againſt Mr Nivi- 
ſon, Miniſter of Penpont, called for, given in, and read, and 
unanimouſly approved of: Therefore, the Aſſembly agreeable 


| thereto, found, That the firſt article of the Libel is not rele- 
| | vant : 
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vant: Found, That the ſixth article of the Libel is relevant 
bi | And with reſpect to the ſecond, third, fourth, and fifth article; 
\ of the Libel, found, That they are not relevant, in reſpeq 
that they do not directly charge the Pannel with being Guilty 
of the Crime of Fornication, founded upon in the major 
4 propoſition of the Libel, but only ſtate facts and circumſtan. 
17 ces, from which it may be preſumed or inferred, that the Pan. 
| nel was Guilty of ſaid Crime, at the time and place libelled: 
and, therefore, remitted to the Preſbytery, with power to 45 
mend their Libel as to theſe articles, if they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
and to proceed according to the rules of the Church: And 
\ found, That, as the major propoſition of the Libel founds up- 
© | on certain crimes, which when committed by a Miniſter or 
| Preacher of the Goſpel, ſubject ſuch Miniſter or Preacher to 
Depoſition. the Libellers cannot charge the Pannel with any 
crime or offence, ſaid to have been committed prior to his 
1 licenſe as a Probationer of this Church: And farther found, 
"x That when any Criminal Act is ſpecially charged, it is neceſ.- 
| fary to mention the time within which ſuch Criminal Act is 
ſaid to have been committed, and that ſuch time ſhall in no 
caſe exceed the period of one year. 
The Aſſembly reſumed the conſideration of the Chapel of Eaſe 
at Anderſton, and unanimouſly adopted certain regulations 
for the ſaid Chapel, on the condition mentioned in the Aſſem- 
bly's Minute on this ſubject on Saturday laſt: And in caſe of 
any Reference, Complaint or Appeal upon this ſubject, the 
Aſſembly authoriſed their Commiſſion in Auguſt, or any fub- 
ſequent Commiſſion, to receive and judge thereon, according 


” — 
5 — 
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to the rules of the Church. FE: 
The draught ef a Paſtoral Admonition was given in by the 
| Committee on the Overtures, reſpecting Vagrant Teachers 
See Printed and Sunday Schools, which was read, unanimoully approved of, 
Acts, No. XI. and adopted by the Aﬀembly ; and upon a motion made, the 
General Aſſembly ordained, That this Admonition ſhall be 
read by all the Miniſters of this Church, and of the Chapels . 
of Eaſe therewith connected, from their reſpective Pulpits, 
upon the firſt Lord's day after receiving printed copies of the 
ſame; and for that purpoſe, the Aſſembly direct their Clerks 
to cauſe 4000 copies thereof to be forthwith printed, and that 
two copies be tranſmitted without delay to each Miniſter of 
this Church, to each Miniſter of any Chapel of Eaſe connect- 
ed therewith, to the Sheriff-depute of every County, and to 
* the Chief Magiſtrate of every Royal Burgh : And the Aſſem- 
14 bly appointed a Committee for ſuperintending the tranſmiſ- 
ſion of copies of the ſaid Admonition to all concerned: And 
the Aſſembly inſtruct their Commiſſion in Auguſt, or any ſub- 
41 ſequent Commiſſion, to pay particular attention to the pro- 
4 greſs of Miſſionary and Itinerant Preachers, and to take ſuch 
14 | ſteps as ſhall appear neceſſary to guard the Church from any 


dangers with which ſhe may be. threatened from . 
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The Committee alſo, in terms of their appointment, gave in 
their Report reſpecting Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools, See Printed 
which was read, and unanimouſly approved of; and the Aſ. Ads, No. XII. 


ſembly ordained 1500 copies thereof to be printed, and a co- 
py tranſmitted to the Moderator of every Preſbytery of this 


Church, to be laid before their reſpective Preſbyteries, and al- 


ſo a copy to be ſent to every Miniſter of this Church. 


The ſaid Committee further gave in their Report on the Peti- 


tion of the Parochial Schoolmaſters, which was read, and ap- 
proved of by the Aſſembly ; and agreeable thereto, the Aſ- 
ſembly feel themſelves called upon, as the Conſtitutional Su- 
perintendants of all Schoolmaſters and Teachers of Youth 
within the bounds of the Church, to declare, That they con- 
ſider what is alleged in that Petition as founded in truth; 
that the Parochial Schoolmaſters are, by the nature of their 
office, entruſted, in a confiderable degree, with the important 
charge of inſtilling into the minds of the riſing Generation, 
the principles of Religion and Morality ; and if they are 
faithful in the executton of that charge, are well intitled to 
encouragement : That they are a moſt uſeful body of men, 
whole exertions have contributed very much to the improve- 
ment and the ſucceſs of the People of Scotland: That in 
many Pariſhes their appointments are ſo ſmall as ſcarcely to 
equal the gains of a day-labourer : That it would be extreme- 
ly defirable, if means could be deviſed for holding forth to 

men of found principles and of good capacity, ſufficient en- 
couragement to undertake the office of Parochial School- 
maſters, eſpecially in the preſent times, when many are en- 
deavouring, by various means, to inſtil into the minds of the 


riſing Generation, principles not only inimical to Religion, to 


Morality and Virtue, but ſubverſive of all order in Society, 


and deſtructive of our happy Conſtitution in Church and 
State: That the General Aſſembly find it without their ſphere 
to give any direction to the Petitioners as to the particular 


method of accompliſhing their, object: That they truſt the 
Petitioners will continue by a diligent and unwearied atten- 
tion to the duties of their office, to recommend themſelves to 
the countenance and protection of the Landed Intereſt ot 


The Committee on Orkney Grievances renewed, with the in- 


ſtructions given to them by Aſſembly 1797; and Mr Thomas 
Cordon, writer to the Signet, was added to the Committee, 


and appointed Convener thereof. 


Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and order- 


ed to be Recorded. 


The Aſſembly referred the Cauſe of Mr Henderſon at Dryſdale 


to the Commiſſion to meet to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 
and authoriſe and give full powers to the Commiſſion to de- 


cide finally therein. And 


All other Cauſes not decided by the Aſſembly are reſerred to 


the Commiſſion, | 
| | N A 


a, 
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de Printed 
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A Committee thc to reviſe the Minutes of the Aﬀembly' $ 
proceedings at this and all other diets thereof, and to i 
upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aſſembly as are to be ſtanding | 
rules, in order to their being printed. 

The minutes of this day's Sederunt were read:; the minutes of 
former Sederunts having been read at the diets Subſequent] 
thereto. 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, and to his Grace the 
Commiſhoner. 

The Lord High Commiſſioner? s.ſpeech to the ndr. 

Act appointing next diet of Aſſembly. 


Ad, No, XII. The Aſſembly concluded with Prayer, Singing of Pſalms, and 


propqupcing: the ein 


* 25 4 ; » 2 


